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s1918-1921 wlebi Cve ni qvey nis Ta na med ro ve is-
to riis mniS vne lo va ni mo nak ve Tia. saqarTvelos 
pirveli res pub li kis ar se bo bis am xan mok le 
pe riod Si erT-er T Zi ri Ta d sa kiT xs, rom lis-
ke nac mi mar Tu li iyo xe li suf le bis di di Za-
lis xme va, qvey nis usaf rTxoe ba, Sesabamisad ki 
Zlie ri Seia ra Re bu li Za le bis Ca mo ya li be ba 
warmoadgenda. am pro cess mra va li faq to ri 
uS li da xels, maT So ris, ro gorc saar qi vo do-
ku men te bi dan Cans, um Tav re si iyo ia ra Ris nak-
le bo ba, rac SeuZ le bels xdi da sa mo bi li za cio 
re sur sis ara Tu srul, ara med sa na xev ro ga mo-
ye ne ba sac ki. ara da me mua rul li te ra tu ra sa da 
sa zo ga doe ba Si gav rce le bu lia mo saz re ba, TiT-
qos pir ve li res pub li kis po li ti kur ma mes veu-
reb ma ver ga moi ye nes did Za li ia ra Ri, ro me lic 
ru se Tis im pe riis kav ka siis saw yo beb Si dar Ca. 
saar qi vo mo na ce me biT ki sru liad sa pi ris pi ro 
su ra Ti ik ve Te ba, ra sac prob le mis gaaz re bi sa 
da aras wo ri kli Ses dan gre vis Tvis ga dam wyve ti 
mniS vne lo ba aqvs. 

sa qar Tve los erov nul ar qiv Si da cu li do-
ku men te bi da fo toe bi sa Sua le bas gvaZ levs, 
kar gad ga vaa na li zoT da vi zua lu rad aR viq-
vaT, ra Seia ra Re ba hqon da sa qar Tve los pir ve-
li res pub li kis Seia ra Re bul Za lebs da ro gor 
iye neb dnen maT sab rZo lo moq me de beb Si.

Se sa va li
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TThe period of the First Democratic Republic of Georgia 
is one of the significant periods of our modern country, 
and an understanding of this point is very important. 
In the short period of the existence of the Republic, 
the most important issue was security, and the greatest 
efforts were focused on providing security and protec-
tion for the country. And that depended on the creation 
of professional armed forces. The formation of strong 
armed forces was disrupted by multiple factors which, 
according to archive documentation, indicated that the 
significant issue was the lack of armaments, which cre-
ated an unfavorable environment for the deployment of 
not only all our mobilization resources, but even as lit-
tle as half of them. In the discourse of memoir literature 
and public opinion, it has often been claimed that the 
political leaders of the First Republic were unable to 
deploy a large quantity of weaponry, which was kept in 
the Caucasian armouries of the Russian Empire. But the 
archive documents show a different view, one which 
represents a key aspect in understanding this issue and 
in dismantling mistaken and clichéd notions. The ex-
isting protected documents in the Georgian National 
Archive allow us to identify and analyze the type of 
armaments which were maintained by the armed forc-
es of the First Democratic Republic of Georgia, and the 
conditions of their deployment in a combat environ-
ment. 

Introduction
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qqar Tu li ar miis qvei Ti na wi le bis in di vi dua lu ri 
Seia ra Re ba, ro me lic ru su li ar miis saw yo be bi dan 
dar Ca, iyo 1891 wlis ni mu Sis ̀ mo si nis~ 7.62 mm-ia ni 
ka lib ris sam xa zia ni SaS xa na. imxanad is erT-erT 
sau ke Te so ia ra Rad iTvleboda. qar Tu li ar miis 
in di vi dua lur sas rol sa Sua le beb Si mci re rao-
de no biT iyo sxva das xva qvey nis war moe bi sa da ka-
lib ris SaS xa ne bi da ka ra bi ne bi: fran gu li `le be-
lis“ sxva das xva mo di fi ka cia, fran gu li `gra si“, 
ru su li `ber da na“, Svei ca riu li `ve ter li“, ia po-
nu ri `ari sa ki“, ame ri ku li 3-xa zia ni `vin Ces te re-
bi“, ger ma nu li `mau ze ri“, os ma lu ri ar mii saT vis 
pir veli msof lio omis dros war Tmeu li `man li-
xe ris“, `kra-iur gen so nis“ da `pi bo di-mar ti nis“ 
SaS xa nebis sxva das xva mo di fi ka cia. ofi cer TaT-
vis gan kuT vni li iyo 1895 wlis 7.62 mm ka lib ris 
re vol ve ri `na ga ni~, ase ve bel giu ri re vol ve ri 
`bul do gi~. pis to le te bi: 1908 wlis `pa ra be lu-
mi~, 1911 wlis `kol ti~ da 7.63 mm ka lib ris mau-
ze ri, mo de li _ 96. rac See xe ba tyviam frqve vebs, 
qar Tu li ar mia Zi ri Ta dad Seia ra Re bu li iyo 1910 
wlis ni mu Sis ru su li `maq si mis~ ti pis daz gisa 
da pir ve li msof lio omis pe rio dis bri ta nu li 
`lui sis~ ti pis xe lis msu bu qi tyviam frqve ve biT. 
gar da ami sa, Seia ra Re bul Za lebs hqon da mci re 
rao de no biT `vi ker sis~, `hoC ki sisa~ da `kol tis~ 
tyviam frqve ve bi.

pir ve li res pub li kis Seia ra Re bul Za lebs 
ru su li ar miis gan Zi ri Ta dad er go: 1900 da 1902 
wlis ni mu Sis 3-diu mia ni (76.2 mm) sa ve le qve me xe-

SaS xa ne bi, tyviam frqve ve bi 

da ar ti le ria
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TThe rifle in the Russian Army’s armouries, the model 3-line 
7.62 Cal Mosin–Nagant, was the individual weapon of the 
infantry component of the Georgian Army in 1891. The 
Mosin–Nagant was considered one of the most effective 
rifles at the time. The Georgian Army had insufficient indi-
vidual firearms, and they were different types of rifles and 
calibres, manufactured by different countires, including 
multiple modifications of the French Lebel, French Gras, 
Russian Berdan, Swiss Vetterli, Japanese Arisaka, Amer-
ican 3-line Winchester, German Mauser and Mannlicher 
(which helped the Ottoman Army in World War One), Kra 
Jurgensen and Peabody-Martini. In 1895, the Revolver Na-

Rifles, Machineguns  
and Artillery 

„mosinis“ SaSxanebiTa da 1895 wlis „naganis“ revolveriT SeiaraRebuli 
qarTveli samxedroebi mTavrobis sasaxlis ezoSi

Georgian military armed with the „Mosin-Nagant” rifles and revolver Nagan 1895 model 
in yard of Government Palace
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bi, 1904 da 1909 wlis ni mu Sis 3-diu mia ni (76.2 mm) 
sam To qve me xe bi, 1904, 1905 da 1909 wlis ni mu-
Sis 48-xa zia ni (122 mm) hau bi ce bi, 45-xa zia ni (114 
mm) bri ta nu li hau bi ce bi. am saar ti le rio sa Sua-
le ba Ta ka lib ri 76.2-dan 122 mm-mde mer yeob da, 
sa ve le qve me xe bis sro lis man Zi li 7.5-8.5 ki lo-
metrs aR wev da, xo lo sam To qve me xe bis _ 4.1-8.4 
ki lo metrs. gav rce le bu li mo saz re bis sa wi naaR-
mde god, TiT qos qar Tul ar mias mem kvid reo biT 
did Za li Seia ra Re ba dar Ca, saar qi vo do ku men te-
biT das tur de ba, rom da mou ki deb lo bis pe riod-
Si Seia ra Re bu li Za le bi ga nic di da SaS xa ne bis, 
saar ti le rio da nad ga re bis, tyviam frqve ve bis, 
vaz ne bi sa da saar ti le rio Wur ve bis did nak le-
bo bas. saq me is iyo, rom pir ve li msof lio omis 
kav ka siis fron tze 1917 wels da geg mi li ru se-
Tis ar miis ope ra ciis Tvis Tbi li sisa da qu Tai-
sis sawyobidan TiT qmis mTe li ma ra gi ga dai zi da 
fron tis siax lo ves. 1918 wels daw ye bu li os ma-

„mosinis“ SaSxanebiTa da „luisis“ msubuqi 
tyviamfrqveviT SeiaraRebuli qarTveli 

qveiTebi wvrTnebisas. qarTuli armiis 
qveiTi nawilebis individualur SeiaraRebas 

warmoadgenda 1891 wlis nimuSis „mosinis“ 
7.62 mm kalibris samxaziani SaSxana.

Georgian infantry troops armed with Mosi-Nagant 
rifles and a Lewis light machine gun in training. The 

individual weapon of the Georgian Army was the 
1891 model of the Mosine-Nagant  

3 line rifle 7.62 cal.

SaS xa ne bi, 
tyviam frqve ve bi 

da ar ti le ria
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gant  7.62 Cal was designated for officers. Later in 1908, 
the Belgian Revolver Bulldog; then in 1911 the Colt and the 
7.63 mm Mauser C96. The Georgian Army was primarily 
equipped with a type of the 1910 model of the Maxim Rus-
sian machinegun, and during World War One, also with 
the British Lewis light machine gun. The Georgian Army 
also lacked Vickers, Hotchkiss and Colt machine guns.

The armed forces of the First Democratic Republic of 
Georgia inherited the next models of cannons from the Rus-
sian Army, including the1900 and 1902 year models of the 
3 inch field cannons (76.2 mm), the 1904 and 1905 year 
models of the 3 inch mountain Cannons (76.2 mm), the 
1904, 1905 and 1909 year models of the 48 line (122mm) 
howitzers and the 45 line (114 mm) British howitzers. The 
calibre of listed artillery installations varied from 76.2 to 
122mm, and the range of field cannons was 7.5-8.5 kilo-
metres. In relation to the claim that there was a large quan-
tity of inherited arms, it should be pointed out that archive 
records show that the Republic of Georgia, during the pe-
riod of independence, lacked rifles, artillery installations, 
machine guns, ammunition and artillery mortars. 

Rifles, 
Machineguns  
and Artillery 
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lu ri ar miis swra fi da war ma te bu li Se te vis Sem-
deg tra pi zon Si, er ze rum Si, yar ssa da sxva ad gi-
leb Si gan Tav se bu li ia ra Ris uzar ma za ri ma ra gi 
Tur qebs Cau var daT xelT. amav drou lad ia ra Ris 
gab ne vas xels uw yob da ru se Tis re vo lu cie bis 
Sem deg ar se bu li anar qiu li vi Ta re bac. un da iT-
qvas isic, rom sa qar Tve los da mou ki deb lo bis 
ga moc xa de bam de kav ka siis ru su li ar miis saw yo be-
bi dan ma rag de bo da ara mxo lod qar Tu li, ara med 
som xu ri, ru su li, ber Znu li da sxva erov nu li 

qarTveli jariskacebi 1910 wlis modelis „maqsimis~ dazgis 
tyviamfrqvevTan; kalibri _ 7.62 mm; wona _ 64.3 kg; swrafgasrola _ 600 
srola wuTSi; efeqturi srolis manZili _ 1.5 km; maqsimaluri srolis 
manZili _ 3.9 km.

Georgian soldiers with Maxim machine guns of 1910: calibre _ 7.62; weight _ 64.3 kg;  
rate of fire _ 600 rounds per minute, effective firing range _1.5 km; maximum firing 
range – 3.9 km.

SaS xa ne bi, 
tyviam frqve ve bi 

da ar ti le ria
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The issue was that in 1917, during World War One, 
almost all the resources of the armouries of Tbilisi and Ku-
taisi were deployed in the vicinity of the Caucasian Front 
in order to support Russian Army operations. In 1918, af-
ter the initial, quick and successful attack of the Ottoman 
Army, the armouries located in Trabzon, Erzerum, Karsi 
and other areas fell into Turkish hands, while simultane-
ously after the revolution in Russia, the existing anarchy 
assisted in dispersing weaponry. It should also be stated 
that before the independence of the Republic of Georgia 
from Russia, not only Georgian units were equipped, with 
firearms from the armouries located in Caucasia, but also 
Armenian, Russian, Greek and other national units, which 
meant that on 26 May 1918, the Georgian Army did not 
inherit as many firearms as was claimed. The lack of fire-

qarTveli jariskacebi „luisis~ msubuqi tyviamfrqvevebiT. „luisis~ 
tyviamfrqvevi SeiaraRebaze miiRes 1914 wels, kalibri _ 7.62 mm;  
wona _ 11.8 kg; swrafgasrola _ 550 srola wuTSi; efeqturi srolis  
manZili _ 800 metri; maqsimaluri srolis manZili _ 3.2 km.

Georgian soldiers with Lewis machine guns: in 1914, they were adopted for military use. 
Calibre _ 7.62; weight _ 11.8 kg, rate of fire _ 550 rounds per minute; effective firing 
range – 800 metres, maximum firing range – 3.2 km.

Rifles, 
Machineguns  
and Artillery 
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Se naer Te bi, ami tom 1918 wlis 26 mai sis Tvis qar-
Tul ar mias Seia ra Re bis Tval saz ri siT ar cTu 
sa xar bie lo mem kvid reo ba dar Ca. ia ra Risa da sab-
rZo lo ma sa lis nak le bo ba uk ve 1918 wlis som-
xeT-sa qar Tve los om Sic ig rZno bo da. mTav ro bis 
1918 wlis 20 de kem bris sxdo ma ze par la men tis 
sam xed ro ko mi siam aR niS na, rom sam xed ro ma sa la 
co ta iyo da sa Wi ro iyo zo me bis mi Re ba mis Se sa-
Ze nad; gan sa kuT re biT co ta iyo SaS xa nis vaz ne bi, 
1920 wlis Te ber vlis dam degs sul ra Rac 2.5 mi-
lio ni vaz na iyo dar Ce ni li ma rag Si, xo lo 1920 
wlis mai sis Tvis, Tu gen Sta bis uf ro sis, ge ne ral 
aleq san dre za qa ria Zis, mo go ne bebs ver wmu ne biT, 
vaz ne bis ric xvi saer To dac 1.8 mi lion ze Ca mo-
vi da. amis ga mo Tbi li sis ar se nal Si daiw yes vaz-
ne bis kus ta ru li we siT da ten va. vaz ne bis mci re 

qar Tve li ar ti le ris te bi 1909 wlis ni mu Sis 76.2 mi li met ria ni sam To qve mex-
Tan. qar Tu li ar miis saar ti le rio par ki Zi ri Ta dad am ti pis qve me xe bi sa gan 
Sed ge bo da. Wur ve bis sro lis si So re 8.6 km-s aR wev da

Georgian Artillerists along with the 76.2 mm model of the 1909 mountain cannon. 
The primary artillery composition of the Georgian Army consisted of these type of 
cannons.The cannon maximum range of fire was 8.6 km. 

SaS xa ne bi, 
tyviam frqve ve bi 

da ar ti le ria
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arms and ammunition was evident in the Georgian-Arme-
nian war, and in the government parliamentary session that 
took place on 20 December 1918, the military committee 
announced the lack of ammunition and declared that it was 
necessary to take steps to rectify the matter. In particular 
there was a small number of rifle rounds; the remaining 
resource in storage approached 2.5 million rounds as of 
February 1920. If we refer to the memoirs of Chief of Gen-
eral Staff General Aleksandre Zakaraidze, we discover that 
the number of rounds was reduced to 1.8 million by May 
1920. Because of this, the armoury located in Tbilisi start-
ed manufacturing rounds. The lack of rounds was verified 
by existing classified documents in the Central Historical 
Archive. The military committee considered reports from 
military units about the lack of ammunition, and decided it 
was necessary to collect shell casings from the battle field 

qar Tve li ar ti le ris te bi 1902 wlis ni mu Sis 76.2 mi li met ria n sa ve le  
qve me xeb Tan da „maq si mis~ tyviam frqvev Tan

Georgian Artillerists along with the 76.2 mm model of the 1902 field cannon and 
machine gun Maxim.

Rifles, 
Machineguns  
and Artillery 



14

qar Tve li ar ti le ris te bi Ses ve ne bi sas

Artillerist of Georgian Army during the process of recovery.

rao de no bas adas tu rebs, aseve, cen tra lur sais-
to rio ar qiv Si da cu li do ku men te bi. ker Zod, 
sam xed ro ko mi sia, iT va lis wi neb da ra sam xed ro 
uw ye bis war mo mad gen lis gan cxa de bas vaz ne bis 
nak le bo bis Se sa xeb, miiC nev da, rom sa Wi ro iyo 
brZo lis vel ze gas ro li li vaz ne bis mog ro ve ba 
da Se nax va. es pro ce si na yo fie ri rom yofiliyo, 
ko mi siam moiT xo va mom gro ve bel TaT vis pre mie bis 
da niS vna. ge ne ral za qa ria Zi sa ve cno biT, nel-ne-
la gaizarda vaz ne bis aw yo bis dRiu ri nor ma da 
1920 wlis Sem deg maTi ricxvi dRe Si 30 000-ss 
aRwevda. Tum ca, ro gorc 1921 wlis 13 ian vris 
damfuZnebeli krebis sam xed ro ko mi siis ple nu-
mis sxdo mis ma sa le bi dan Cans, vaz ne bis qar xa na-
Si na yo fie ri mu Sao ba ar mim di na reob da, vaz ne bi 
ar var go da, rad gan gas ro li sas SaS xa neb Si iWe-
de bo da. qar Tu li ar miis moT xov nebs verc maTi 
raodenoba akmayofilebda.

qar Tve le bis di di me go ba ri, kav ka sia Si bri-
ta ne Tis umaR le si ko mi sa ri oli ver uor dro pi, 

SaS xa ne bi, 
tyviam frqve ve bi 

da ar ti le ria
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qar Tve li ar ti le ris te bi 1902 wlis ni mu Sis 76.2 mi li met ria n sa ve le  
qve me xeb Tan. qve me xis sro lis man Zi li 8.5 km-s aR wev da

Georgian Artillerists along with the 76.2 mm model of the 1902 field cannon. The 
cannon maximum range of fire was 8.5 km. 

in order to effectively enable the manufacture of rounds. 
The committee instituted an award system for the collec-
tion of shell casings.

Relying on General Zakaidze’s information, the man-
ufacture of rounds was steadily increased, and after 1920, 
daily production approached 30.000 rounds per day. 
However, on 13 January 1921, according to documentary 
records of the sessions of the military committee, it was 
announced that the rounds were ineffective and not fit for 
purpose, for example they jammed in rifles after shooting. 
Moreover, the quantity did not respond to the requirements 
of the Georgian Army. 

On 7 January 1920, the UK Chief Commissioner Ol-
iver Wardrop, a big friend to Georgia, reported to the UK 
Foreign Office information that was received from a trusted 
official of Georgia. In order to resist the Bolsheviks, Georgia 
could call up 60,000 men, which could be increased to up 
to 100,000. Moreover, 25,000 Russian manufactured rifles 
were required, 50 million rounds (with a minimum of 12 
million), 200 (minimum 60) machineguns, 44 artillery in-
stallations, 2000 mortars for each mountain artillery instal-

Rifles, 
Machineguns  
and Artillery 
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1920 wlis 7 ian vars Ta vi si qvey nis sa ga reo saq me-
Ta sa mi nis tros swer da, rom san do Ta nam de bo bis 
pi ris gan gai go Semdegi: qar Tve lebs bol Se vi ke bis 
60 000-ia ni ar mis Tvis, ro me lic sa mo mav lod 100 
000 ka cam de SeiZ le ba gaz rdi li yo, wi naaR mde go-
bis ga sa we vad sWir de bo daT 25 000 ru su li war-
moe bis SaS xa na, 50 mi lio ni vaz na (sul mci re 12 
mi lio ni), 200 (sul mci re 60) tyviam frqve vi, 44 
saar ti le rio da nad ga ri, Ti To sam To ar ti le-
riis da nad gar ze 2000 Wur vi, xo lo da nar Cen ze _ 
1000, rac mTlia no ba Si Sead gen da 56 000 Wurvs. 
ro gorc Cans, oli ver uor drops qar Tvel ma ma-
Ral Ci no san ma im upir ve le si Seia ra Re bis nus xa 
gaac no, ro me lic sa si coc xlod mniS vne lo va ni 
iyo qar Tu li ja ri saT vis, To rem es Seia ra Re ba 
rom sak ma ri si ar iyo, kar gad Cans 1920 wlis de-
kem ber Si qar Tu li ge ne ra lu ri Sta bis mier Sed-
ge nil de ta lur Ca mo naT val Si, Tu ra sWir de bo-

qar Tve li ar ti le ris te bi 1902 wlis ni mu Sis 76.2  
mi li met ria n sa ve le qve me xeb Tan. pir ve li res pub-

li kis Seia ra Re bu li Za le bi saar ti le rio Wur ve bis 
did de fi cits ga nic di da

Georgian Artillerists along with the 76.2 mm model of the 
1902 field cannon. Significant lack of artillery mortars in the 

armed forces of First Democratic Republic of Georgia.

76.2 mi li met ria ni Wur ve bi. fo tos frag men ti

76.2 mm mortar. Notes

SaS xa ne bi, 
tyviam frqve ve bi 

da ar ti le ria
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samxedroTa jgufi „naganisa“ da „mauzeris“ pistoletebiTa da xelyumbarebiT

A combat team armed with revolvers of Nagant and Mauser and a hand grenade.
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da qar Tul Seia ra Re bul Za lebs ja ris pir ve li 
na wi lis sa Wi roe bis Se sav se bad da 75 000 ka cis 
mo bi li za ciisTvis. qar Tul ar mias sWir de bo da: 
60000-75000 SaS xa na, 470 tyviam frqve vi, 100-150 
mi lio ni SaS xa nis vaz na, 25 mi lio ni tyviam frqve-
vis vaz na, 126 sxva das xva da niS nu le bi sa da ka lib-
ris qve me xi 342 500 Wur viT. 1918-1921 wleb Si qar-
Tu li dip lo ma tiis erT-er Ti mTa va ri saz ru na-
vi, sa qar Tve los da mou ki deb lo bis aRia re bas Tan 
er Tad, sa qar Tve los Seia ra Re bu li Za le bi saT vis 
da sav le Tis qvey neb Si ia ra Ris mo Zie ba gax da. un-
da aRi niS nos, rom mxo lod ram de ni me mci re par-
tiis Se mo ta na mo xer xda 1920 wlis zaf xul sa da 
Se mod go ma ze, aseve, 1921 wlis mar tis da saw yis Si, 
ro de sac qve ya na da mou ki deb lo bis bo lo dReebs 
iT vli da.

samxedroTa jgufi „maqsimis~ or tyviamfrqvevTan

Military team with two Maxim machine guns.

SaS xa ne bi, 
tyviam frqve ve bi 

da ar ti le ria
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lation, and for the other artillery installations 1000 mortars, 
totalling 56,000 mortars. It appears that Oliver Wardrop 
was acquainted, through a high ranking Georgian official, 
with the initial armament list that was vital for the Georgian 
Army. Even this armament list did not respond to require-
ments. It was described and submitted in detailed cata-
logue form by the Georgian General Staff in 1920. This cat-
alogue set forth what was required to fulfill the first portion 
of the Georgian Army, and to implement the mobilization 
of 75,000 men. The Georgian Army needed: 60-75,000 
rifles, 470 machine guns, 100-150 million rifle rounds, 
25 million machine gun rounds, 126 multiple type, range 
and caliber cannons with 342,500 mortars. In 1918-1921, 
along with the recognition of the independence of Georgia, 
the primary concern of Georgian diplomats was to acquire 
weapons from western countries. However, only a small 
quantity of weapons could be acquired in the spring and 
summer of 1920, and in March1921, the country started 
counting the remaining days of its independence. 

„mosinis~ SaSxanebiT SeiaraRebul samxedroTa jgufi

A combat team armed with Mosin-Nagant rifles.

Rifles, 
Machineguns  
and Artillery 
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ppir ve li res pub li kis Seia ra Re bul Za leb Si sa-
mi saxis jav San teq ni ka iric xe bo da: jav San ma-
ta reb le bi, jav San man qa ne bi da tan ke bi. maT gan 
gan sa kuT re biT di di mniS vne lo ba eni We bo da 
jav San ma ta re bel Ta razms, ro me lic res pub-
li kis erT-erTi yve la ze mris xa ne sab rZo lo 
Se naer Ti iyo. 

 jav San ma ta reb le bis, ro gorc sab rZo lo 
sa Sua le be bis ga mo ye ne ba, jer ki dev XIX sau-
ku ne Si daiw yes da am moZ rav ma ci xe si mag reeb ma 
mo na wi leo ba mii Ro ame ri kis sa mo qa la qo om Si 
(1861-1865 ww.), saf ran geT -pru sii sa (1870 w.) da 
sxva sam xed ro da pi ris pi re beb Si. jav San ma ta-
reb lebs gan sa kuT re biT aq tiu rad iye neb dnen 
XX sau ku nis pir ve li na xev ris sam xed ro kon-
fliq teb Si. pir ve li msof lio omis daw ye bam-
de jav San ma ta reb le bi di di sa xel mwi foe bis 
ar mie bis, maT So ris ru su li ar miis Seia ra Re-
ba Sic iric xe bo da. ru se Tis kav ka siis ar miis-
Tvis 4 jav San ma ta re be li Tbi li sis rki nig zis 
sa xe los noeb Si 1914 wlis bo los Tvis ai go. 
ma ta reb le bi Sed ge bo da na xev rad Se jav Snu li 
or Tqmav lis, ori sab rZo lo plat for mi sa da 
sab rZo lo ma sa lis Se sa na xi Se jav Snu li va go-
nis gan. jav San ma ta re be li aR Wur vi li iyo 1904 
wlis mo de lis 2 76.2 mm-ia ni ka lib ris sam To 
qve me xi Ta (sro lis ra diu si 4-4.2 km) da 12 
tyviam frqve viT. bor tze ga ke Te bu li iyo am-
bra zu re bi SaS xa nis msro lel TaT vis, or Tqmav-
lis koS ku ra ze ki _ me Tau ris sa dam kvir veb lo 
pos ti. ma ta reb lis pi ra di Se mad gen lo ba 70-80 

jav San teq ni ka
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Armoured Vehicles

qarTveli mebrZolebi javSanmatareblis fonze. quTaisis rkinigzis sadguri

Georgian combatants in the background of armoured train. The railway station of Kutaisi.

TThe armed forces of the First Democratic Republic Of 
Georgia mostly had three types of armoured vehicles: 
armoured trains, armoured cars and tanks. The most vi-
tal contribution from armoured vehicles came from the 
troops of armoured trains, the most intrepid combat units 
in the Republic. Armoured trains as combat assets were 
deployed at the beginning of the 19th century, and similar 
iron forts participated in the American Civil War (1861-
1865), the Franco-Prussian War (1870), as well as other 
conflicts. Armoured trains were also effectively deployed 
in the first half of the 20th century in combat situations. 



qarTuli armiis javSanmatarebeli. javSanmatarebelTa razmSi iricxeboda 
oTxi javSanmatarebeli: „respublikeli“, „muSa“,  „sikvdili an gamarjveba“, 
„Tavisuflebis simagre“

Armoured train of Georgian Army. The troops of armored trains consisted of four 
armored trains Repulican, Employer, Death of Victory, Strength of Liberty.
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ka cis gan Sed ge bo da. meb rZol TaT vis ga mo yo-
fi li iyo cal ke sac xov re be li va go ne bi. jav-
San ma ta reb le bi Sem de gi sa xe le biT moi naT la: 
#1 _ „yar si“, #2 _ „aleq san dro po li“; #3 _ 
„nax We va ni“ da #4 _ „Tbi li si“. oT xi ve kav ka-
siis cal keul sar ki nig zo bri ga das miekuTvna. 
ma Ti Zi ri Ta di fun qcia rki nig zis dac va, eSe-
lo ne bis ga ci le ba da sab rZo lo moq me de beb Si 
mo na wi leo ba iyo. kav ka siis fron tis moS li sa 
da sa qar Tve los da mou ki deb lo bis ga moc xa-
de bis Sem deg jav Snos ne bi sa qar Tve los Seia-
ra Re bu li Za le bs gadaeca. moxda ma Ti `ga da-
naT vla“ pat rio tul -re vo lu ciur yai da ze da 
daer qva: „res pub li ke li“, „mu Sa“,  „sik vdi li 
an ga mar jve ba~, „Ta vi suf le bis si mag re~. ro-
gorc saar qi vo do ku men te bi dan Cans, qar Tve-
leb ma ma ta reb le bis sab rZo lo Se saZ leb lo-
be bi ga zar des: ar ti le riis rao de no ba 3-4 
qve me xamde, tyviam frqve ve bis rao de no ba ki 
12-dan 14-25-mde aiy va nes. jav San ma ta reb le-
bis di di plu si iyo ma nev ru lo ba, sis wra fe, 
mZlav ri Seia ra Re ba da Se jav Snu lo ba, xo lo 
mi nu si _ rki nig zis xa zis sim ci ris ga mo moq me-
de bis Sez Ru du li area li.

jav San ma ta reb le bis qar Tu li raz mis sab-
rZo lo is to ria jer ki dev sa qar Tve los da-
mou ki deb lo bis ga moc xa de bam de iw ye ba. ru se-
Tis im pe riis 1917 wlis Te ber vli sa da oq tom-
bris gadatrialebis Sem deg kav ka siis fron tze 
myofi ru su li armiis na wi le bi ma sob ri vad 
to veb da fronts da ru seT Si brun de boda, ri-
Tac bevr saz ru navs uCen da kav ka siis xal xebsa 
da jav San ma ta re bel Ta razms. ar se bob da sa SiS-
roe ba, ukan da xeu li ja ris ka ce bi ma ro dio re bad 
ga daq ceu liy vnen da mSvi do bia ni qa la qe bi gae-
Zar cvaT; gar da ami sa, jav San ma ta re bel Ta razms 

javSanteqnika
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Before World War One, the powerful countries all had 
armoured trains in their armies. In 1914, four armoured 
trains were constructed in the railway workshop of Tbilisi 
for the Russian Caucasian Army. The trains were com-
posed of the following: a semi-armoured locomotive, two 
combat platforms, and an armoured carriage for the trans-
portation of military equipment. The trains were equipped 
with two 76.2 cal mountain cannons of the 1904 model 
(firing range 4-4.2 km), and 12 machine guns. There was 
an embrasure on the wagon wall for shooting through, 
and a command post was constructed on the locomotive 
turret. The train’s military personnel consisted of 70-80 
combatants. Two wagons were designated for the com-
battants’ living space. The armored trains were given the 
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javSanmatarebelTa razmis meTauri, legendaruli mebrZoli, valodia 
goguaZe (zemoT). razmSi mebrZoli misi Zmebi: noe, melenti da alfes 
(marcxnidan) goguaZeebi. alfesi meTaurobda N4 javSanmatarebels

The armoured train troops under the command of the legendary combatant Valodia Goguadze 
(top). The troops included the following combatants: Brother Noe, Melenti and Alpes 
Goguadze. Alpes was in charge of armored train N4.
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xSi rad uwev da azer bai ja nis te ri to ria ze ga-
ma va li ru su li eSe lo ne bis dac va ad gi lob ri vi 
Seia ra Re bu li brboe bis gan. rac mTa va ria, ru-
su li na wi le bis mier fron tis da to ve bis kval-
dak val moi wev dnen os ma lu ri sam xed ro Se naer-
Te bi. ama ve dros, qar Tu li qa la qe bis gar ni zo-
ne bi ma ro dio rob dnen Te lav sa da qu Tais Si. am 
ur Tu les qao sur pi ro beb Si raz mi sa Ta na do 
si maR le ze id ga da war ma te biT as ru leb da sab-
rZo lo amo ca nebs. am pe riod Si gan sa kuT re bu li 
aR niS vnis Rir sia raz mis efeq tu ri moq me de ba 
mdi na re Co loq ze os ma lu ri ja re bis Se Ce re-
bi sas. bres t-li tov skis za vi sa da tra pi zo nis 
uSe de go mo la pa ra ke bis Sem deg Tur qe bi amier-
kav ka siis ken ram de ni me mi mar Tu le biT daiZ rnen 
da 1 (14) ap rils Tur qul ma 37-e di vi ziam ad-
gi lob riv Ta er Ti na wi lis dax ma re biT ba Tu mi 
mar ti vad ai Ro. Tur qeb ma ba Tu mis 3000-mde dam-
cve li tyved Caig des, ukan da xeul na wi leb ze ki 
pir da pir na di ro ba daiw yes. am na wi le bis sam-
Svi do bos ga moy va na ze di di sa mu Sao gas wia go-
gua Zis raz mma. ama so ba Si mdi na re Co loq ze ge-
ne ral gior gi maz niaS vi lis xel mZRva ne lo biT 
qar Tve li ja ris ka ce bi, gvar die le bi da sxva 
mo xa li see bi Tav dac viT po zi ciebs ageb dnen. va-
lo dia go gua Zis me mua re bis mi xed viT, am dros 
mis raz mSi ka ra bi ne biT Seia ra Re bu li noe Jor-
da nia, irak li we re Te li da vla sa mge la Ze mi su-
lan da jav Sno san ze mi Re ba uT xo viaT. 

ge ne ral ma maz niaS vil ma os ma leb Tan brZo-
lis sam za dis Si di di mniS vne lo ba mia ni Wa jav-
Sa no san ma ta re bels, ami tom Co lo qis xid Tan 
gaa ke Tes spe cia lu ri Ci xi ma ta reb lis Tvis, ro-
me lic tye Si Se dio da. 8 (21) ap rils, gam Te nii-
sas, jav Sno sa ni sab rZol ve lad mzad iyo da go-
gua Zem pi rad Se mad gen lo bas sit yviT mi mar Ta:

javSanteqnika
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following names: №1 – Karsi; №2 – Aleksandropol, №3 
– Nakhchevani and №4 – Tbilisi. Four of them were tak-
en on Peculiar Railway Brigade balance. The trains’ main 
functions were to protect railways, to escort high-eche-
lon military personnel, and to participate in battle activ-
ity. After the dissolution of the Caucasian Front and the 
declaration of independence of Georgia, troops from the 
armoured train armored were enrolled into the armed 
forces of Georgia. Subsequently, the trains’ names were 
changed into Patriot-Revolution names: №1 – Republican, 
№2 – Employee, №3 – Death or Victory and №4 – Strength 
of Liberty. As is clear from archive documents, Georgia 
intensified the military force of trains, increasing the num-
ber of artillery units from three to four, and machine guns 
from 12 to between 14 and 25. Prior to the Russian-Geor-
gian War, a fifth armoured train was planned, but it was 
never built. The armored train’s effectiveness was its ma-
neuvering, speed, heavy weapons and armored capabil-
ities. It’s ineffectiveness, on the other hand, was that its 
operations were limited to railways. 

The history of Georgian troops deploying armoured 
trains in battle started before the independence of the Re-
public of Georgia. After the revolutions of February and 
October, Russian units located on the Caucasian Front 
had withdrawn in large numbers and returned to Russia. 
This caused great concern to the local populations of Cau-
casia and the troops of armoured trains, ie the threat of re-
treating soldiers looting and kidnapping local females. In 
addition, armored trains had to provide security, against 
local armed groups, for retreating high-echelon Russian 
personnel to Azerbaijani territory. What was important 
was that as soon as the Russians retreated, the Ottoman’s 
military units steadily pushed forward. The garrisons in 
Kutaisi and Telavi were also robbed. During this difficult 
chaotic period, armoured trains were successfully op-
erating in certain places executing combat missions. In 
relation to this period, the effective interventions of ar-
moured train troops in stopping the Ottoman army around 
the river Choloki deserves mention. After the Brest-Litovsk 
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`sam Sob los dro Sa av mar ToT, saq vey nod 
avaf ria loT,

ga vi deT brZo lis vel ze da, bom be bi 
da vag ria loT!

sam Sob los dro Sa av mar ToT, win-win gav swioT
 mtreb ze da,

mas uy vars de da-sam Sob lo, vinc mi dis 
brZo lis vel ze da“.

di liT jav San ma ta re be li #4 tyi dan brZo-
lis vel ze gaiW ra da mtris gan la ge ba Si Se vi da, 
mo wi naaR mde gem CaT va la, rom raz mi neb de bo da 
da miuax lov dnen jav Sno sans, swo red am dros 
eki paJ ma er Tdrou lad yve la tyviam frqve vi dan 
da SaS xa ni dan cec xli gax sna, ra mac ad gil ze mo-
ce la mra va li Tur qi as ke ri. gar kveu li xnis Sem-
deg mo wi naaR mde gem SeZ lo pir ve li sab rZo lo 
va go nis lian da gi dan ga dag de ba, ris Se de ga dac 
dai Ru pa sa mi da daiW ra 25-mde meb rZo li, mag ram 
daW ri le bi mainc ag rZe leb dnen tyviam frqve ve bi-
dan sro las. am droi saT vis mte ri TiT qmis da-
mar cxe bu li iyo amas moh yva qar Tve li qvei Te bis 
san gre bi dan amos vla da ga dam wyve ti Se te va. Se-
de gad mte ri sa bo lood da mar cxda. mdi na reebs 
_ Co loq sa da oC xa murs So ris ve li Tur qi as ke-
re bis gva me biT gaiv so. am ga mar jve bas di di mo-
ra lu ri Se de gi hqon da: ba Tu mis sa mar cxvi nod 
da kar gvis Sem deg qar Tve leb ma sa ku Ta ri sab-
rZo lo Se saZ leb lo be bi ir wmu nes. raz mis sam ma 
jav San ma ta re bel ma ga dam wyve ti ro li Seas ru la 
bor Ca los maz ris os ma le bis Se Ce re ba Si. am dros 
daat yve ves 100-ze me ti Tur qi ja ris ka ci.

som xeT-sa qar Tve los 1918 wlis omis yve la 
etap ze jav San ma ta reb lebi sabrZolo moqmede-
bebSi aqtiur monawileobas iRebdnen. jer kidev 
oqtombris meore naxevarSi, rodesac situa-
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truce and the ineffective Trabzon negotiation, the Turkish 
moved in several directions toward Transcaucasia. On 1 
(14) April, the Turkish 37th division, consisting of 7000 
combatants along with the support of local units, con-
quered Batumi without any active resistance. The Turkish 
imprisoned 3000 Georgian combatants that were protect-
ing Batumi, which it captured when chasing the retreating 
units. Goguadze’s unit provided huge support in order to 
extract those retreating units. Simultaneously, under Gen-
eral Giorgi Mazniashvili’s command, Georgian soldiers, 
the National Guard and other volunteers, were preparing 
defensive positions near the river Choloki.

 According to Volodia Goguadze’s memoirs, at that 
time Noe Zhordania, Irakli Tsereteli and Vlasa Mgeladze, 
armed with carbines, requested to join his unit. 

Prior to the battle with the Ottomans, General Maz-

qarTveli jariskacebi „luisis~ tyviamfrqveviTa da „mosinis~ SaSxaniT

Georgian Soldiers with “Lewis“ machine-guns and “Mosin-Nagant“ rifles.
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cia gamwvavda, orma javSnianma matarebelma 20 
oqtombers ubrZolvelad gawminda qolageranisa 
da debeda Cais xidebi da qoberis sadguri daika-
va. 25-27 oqtombers ki soflebis _ qorinjisa da 
waTerisaTvis brZolebSi gadamwyveti roli iTa-
maSes mowinaaRmdegis damarcxebasa da soflebis 
aRebaSi. Tu valodia goguaZis mier samxedro 
ministrisa da gvardiis mTavari StabisTvis gag-
zavnil Sifrogramas verwmunebiT, am brZolaSi 
javSnosnebis gamoyenebas iseTi didi mniSvne-
loba da, amavdroulad, fsiqologiuri efeqti 
mohyolia, rom brZolis Semdeg somxebi ixvewe-
bodnen, rom  javSnosnebi kidev ar gamoeyvanaT 
brZolis velze. sabrZolo moqmedebebis meore 
etapze, romelic dekemberSi ganaxlda, somx-
urma danayofebma alRo auRes javSnosnebTan 
brZolis taqtikas da maTi diversiuli razme-
bi azianebdnen rkinigzis liandagebs, xidebs, 
sanainis xeobaSi mTebidan agorebdnen lodebs 
da xergavdnen  gzas. aseve simaRleebidan xsnid-
nen tyviamfrqvevis da saartilerio cecxls. 
dekembris pirvel naxevarSi sanaini-alaverdis 
brZolebis Semdeg qarTulma mxarem sami javSan-
matarebeli dakarga. qarTuli nawilebis mcire-
ricxovnobam omis am etapze rkinigzis dacva ver 
uzrunvelyo da somxur diversiul razmebs Ta-
visuflad moqmedebis saSualeba miecaT. aman ga-
moiwvia erTi javSnosnis sanainis alyaSi CarCena, 
amitom qarTvelebma Tavad aafeTqes N1 javSan-
matarebeli. afeTqebamde ki, sanam tyvia-wamali 
ar gauTavdaT, javSnosnidan did winaaRmdegobas 
uwevdnen somxur nawilebs da qarTuli nawilebis 
ukandaxevas uwyobdnen xels, msgavsi bedi ewia 
N2 da N3 javSnosnebsac, romelTaganac erTi 
dazianda liandagebidan gadasvlis gamo, magram 
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niashvili made an attack with an armoured train, because 
there was a rail track which went directly into the wood. 
On the dawn of 8 (21) April, ”Javshnosani”(the troops of 
an armored train) were prepared for battle. Goguadze 
gave a speech to the combatants:

“Let us raise the colour, wave it uncovered,
Let us move to the battle field, and fire the bombs,
Let us raise the colour, let us move it into the enemy
Who loves the motherland goes to the battle field.”

In the morning, №4 armored train engaged battle and 
breached enemy lines. The enemy thought that the Geor-
gian units had given up and approached the train, and 
the train’s crew fired from machine guns and rifles. Many 
Turskish askara (soldiers) were slain there. After a certain 
period of time, the enemy finally derailed the first wagon 
from the railway. Three Georgians died and 25 combat-
ants were injured. But the injured combatants continued 
with uninterrupted machine gun fire, bringing the enemy 
forces close to defeat. Then, jointly with the support of 
Georgian infantry who had left the trenches in order to 
join the battle, the decisive offence was executed, which 
concluded in the defeat of the enemy. The field between 
the rivers Choloki and Ochkhamuri was full of the dead 
bodies of Turkish askara. This victory caused reflection. 
And after the shameful loss of Batumi, Georgian faith in 
their own combat capabilities was given a boost. The 
troops of three armored trains made a big contribution in 
the battle to stop the Ottomans in the vicinity of Borchalo 
Mazra, after which more than 100 Turkish soldiers were 
captured.

During the Georgian-Armenian War in 1918, the 
troops of armoured trains made the most significant con-
tributions of the Georgian armed forces on all stages of 
war. At the second half of October, when the situation 
was escalated, two armoured trains cleand the bridges of 
Colageran and Debeda-chai without fight on 20 October 
and invaded Kober station. On 25-27 October they played 
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tyvia-wamlis gaTavebis Semdeg ekipaJebs zurgSi 
rkinigzis liandagis ayris gamo am javSnosnebis 
mitovebac mouwia. mitovebuli javSnosnebis me-
brZolebi qveiTad ganagrZobdnen gzas airumi-
saken, sadac maT gamosayvanad brZoliT mivida 
N4 javSanmatarebeli alfes goguaZis meTauro-
biT  da isini 17 dekembers sadgur sadaxloSi 
Caiyvana. amis Semdeg eulad darCenili qarTu-
li javSanmatarebeli warmatebulad ibrZoda 
sadaxlos, patara Sulaverisa da aSagaserali-
saTvis warmoebul brZolebSi. omis Semdeg, 1919 
wels, qarTvelebma axali javSnosani miiRes Sei-
araRebaze, 1920 wels maTi ricxvi samamde gaiz-

javSanmatarebelTa razmis wevrebi 
javSanmatarebeli “respublikelis~ fonze. 
zemoT binokliT razmis meTauri valodia 

goguaZe. Statis mixedviT, TiToeuli 
javSanmatarebeli aRWurvili iyo 1904 
wlis modelis 2 samTo qvemexiT da 12 

tyviamfrqveviT, Tumca, rogorc saarqivo 
dokumentebidan Cans, qarTvelebma 

matareblebis sabrZolo SesaZleblobebi 
gazardes: artileriis raodenoba 3-4 

qvemexamde, tyviamfrqvevebi ki 12-dan 14-
25-mde aiyvanes

The combatants of armoured train in the 
background of the armored train „Republic”. 

In the upper part of the picture the troops 
commander Volodia Goguadze is standing with 

binoculars. According to the Georgian army 
structure, each armoured train was equipped 

with two mountain cannons and twelve machine 
guns, however according to archive documents 

(records) Georgia intensified efforts and installed 
from 3 up to 4 cannons and from 12 up to 25 

machine guns
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a key role in deafiting the enemy and invading the viliages 
Korinji and Tsateri. If we rely on the information given 
in the cipher, sent by Valodia Goguadze to the Military 
Minister and Guard headquarters, using the Javshnosnebi 
in this battle was of such a great importance and was fol-
lowed by such psychological effect that after the battle the 
Armenian subunits were entreating not to bring the Javsh-
nosnebi on the battlefield again. On the second stage of 
the hostilities that was resumed in December, Armenian 
unites showed a flair for battle tactics with the Javshnos-
nebi and their subversive detachments damaged railway 
tracks, bridges, rolled downhill the rubbles in Sanaini val-
ley and blocked the roads; shelled from the heights. In 
the first half of December, after Sanaiani-Alaverdi battles, 
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arda, xolo 1921 wlis TebervlisaTvis ukve 
meoTxe javSanmatarebelic Cadga mwyobrSi.

sa qar Tve los de mok ra tiu li res pub li kis 
jav San  ma ta re bel Ta raz mis Tvis uka nas kne li ga-
moc da 1921 wlis ru seT-sa qar Tve los omi aR-
moC nda. mo wi naaR mde gis daz ver va omis wi na sai-
dum lo Set yo bi ne beb Si ga mud me biT aR niS nav da 
qar Tu li jav San ma ta reb le bis kur si re bis mi mar-
Tu le bebs. ru seb ma sa qar Tve los Tan omis Tvis 
moax di nes 5 jav San ma ta reb lis (#5, #7 `Стенька 
Разин“, #61, #77, #94) mo bi li ze ba. aR sa niS na via, 
rom me wi na ve jav Sno sans, #7 `Стенька Разин“-s 
xel mZRva ne lob da qar Tve li wi Te li me Tau ri, 
gva rad xma la Ze. ru su li jav San ma ta reb le bi uke-
Te si teq ni ku ri mo na ce me biT ga moir Ceo da, ker-
Zod, ma ta reb leb ze da ye ne bu li iyo msxvil ka-
lib ria ni Sor smsro le li sa ze ni to ar ti le ria. 
omis daw ye bi dan ma le ve, 16 Te ber vals, qar Tve-
leb ma mwyob ri dan ga moiy va nes foi los sar ki nig-
zo xi di, ra mac droe biT Sea Ce ra sa qar Tve los ken 
mo ma va li ru su li jav Snos ne bi. Tum ca qar Tu li 
da ru su li jav San ma ta reb le bis pir ve li due li 
swo red am dRes Sed ga: afeT qe bul foi los xid-
Tan mdgar ma #94-ma ru sul ma jav Sno san ma Sor-
smsro le li ar ti le riiT cec xli gaux sna sadgur 
saloRlis mimarTulebidan Setevaze gadasul 
qar Tul jav San ma ta re bels, ro mel sac rus qvei-
Teb ze mih qon da ie ri Si. qar Tul ma jav Sno san ma 
ukan dai xia. 18-19 Te ber vlis Ra mes jav San ma ta-
reb lis moq me de bam di di wvli li Sei ta na Tbi li-
sis Tav dac vis cen tra lur seq tor Si mo po ve bul 
ga mar jve ba Si, raz mma mo wi naaR mde ges sad gur so-
Ran lu Ris da ka ve bis sa Sua le ba ar mis ca. am ie-
ri Sis mo ge rie bis Sem deg qar Tu li na wi le bi kon-
trSe te va ze ga da vid nen da mar to dat yve ve bul Ta 
sa xiT 1000-ze me ti wi Te lar mie li Caig des xelT. 
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Georgian side lost three armoured trains. Small Georgian 
unites were not able to defend the railway on this stage of 
the war and the Armenian subversive detachments acted 
freely. That’s why one of the Javshnosani was seiged in 
Sanaini and the Georgians exploded the armoured train 
#1 themselves. Before the explosion they resisted the Ar-
menian unites and assisted the retreat of the Georgian 
unites. The same happened to the armoured trains #2 
and #3. One of them was damaged because of transition 
from the rails. But after the ammunition ran out, they had 
to leave these Javshnosnebi as well. Fighters of the left 
Javshnosnebi continued their way on foot towards Ayrum, 
where they were rescued by the armoured train #4 leaded 
by Alphes Goguadze and taken to the station Sadakhlo 
on 17 December. Aftarwards the only left Georgian ar-
moured train fought successfully in the battles waged for 
Sadakhlo, Patara Shulaveri and Ashaga-Seral. After the 
war was finished Georgians received the new Javshno-
sani in 1919. In 1920 their number increased up to three 
and for the February 1921 the fourth armoued train stood 
ready as well. In the beginning of the conflict, they were 
deployed in order to repel the enemy and to rescue Geor-
gian mobile units from siege. During this time, two ar-
moured trains derailed and it was impossible to fix them. 
The Georgians decided to abandon one and the other was 
exploded. 

When the Georgian Army launched a counterattack, 
the Javshnosnebi were effectively deployed in an offen-
sive operation. After the war, Valodia Goguadze and most 
of the Javshnosnebi were awarded with orders, a higher 
honour than medals.

The final experience that armoured train troops of 
the Georgian Democratic Republic faced was the Rus-
sian-Georgian war in 1921. Prior to the war, the Russian 
intelligence services continuously submitted secret reports 
about the location and direction of Georgian armored 
trains. For war with Georgia, Russia mobilized five armored 
trains (№5; №7 Stenka Razin, № 61: №77; №94). It is signifi-
cant that the armored train №7, Stenka Razin was under the 
command of the ethnic Georgian Khmaladze. Russian ar-
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qarTulma javSanmatarebelma gansakuTrebuli 
roli iTamaSa 21 Tebervals vazianis brZolaSi 
mowinaaRmdegis Setevis mogeriebaSi. gimnazi-
is moswavlem _ givi RambaSiZem, romelic mox-
alised Caewera armiaSi da Tbilisis Tavdacvis 
centralur seqtorSi ibrZoda, mtkvris marjve-
na mxares arsebuli SemaRlebebidan dascqeroda 
meore napirze vazianis brZolas da omis das-
rulebisTanave  dRiurSi Cawera: „samagaliTod 
imuSava Cvenma javSnianma matarebelma, amofare-
buli patara goraks ukan ise, rom arc mosCanda 
da arc yumbarebi moxvdeboda advilad. rogorc 
gveli ise gamoscurda igi Tavisi safaridan da 
gaeqana kaxeTisaken saSineli siCqariT. ise Sors 
Sevida mtris zurgs ukan, rom boliTRa vamCne-
vdiT mas. am dros moisma yurebis gamWeqavi, pan-
tasaviT srola. Cveni javSnosani zurgSi esroda 
mters, mteri ki gaafTrebiT esroda rkinisgzis 
liandags da scdilobda liandagis ganadgure-
bas, magram ... unda vaRiaro, rom javSnosanma 
matarebelma gaakeTa TiTqmis yvelaze meti saqme 
zurgSi tyviismfrqvevelebis dacxebiT~. 

ama so ba Si ru seb ma foi los xi di aRad gi nes 
da 24 Te ber vals brZo la Si 4 jav San ma ta re be-
li Car Tes. 24 Te ber vals Tbi li sis da to ve bam de 
go gua Zis raz mis erT-er Tma jav San ma ta re bel-
ma Sa ni Zis me Tau ro biT ru si ka va le ris te bis gan 
gaw min da av Wa lis sad gu ri. Tbi li si dan ukan da xe-
vis Sem deg qar Tve leb ma sar ki nig zo xi de bi daa-
zia nes da qar Tu li da ru su li jav Snos ne bi er-
Tma neTs aRar ga dah yria. 2 marts ru sebs xel Si 
Cau var daT mi to ve bu li qar Tu li jav San ma ta re-
be li `res pub li ke li“, ro me lic rel se bi dan iyo 
ga da var dni li. es jav Sno sa ni ru seb ma 5 marts 
mwyob rSi Caa ye nes da `sab Wo Ta sa qar Tve lod~ ga-
da naT les.
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mored trains were equipped with modern technology, par-
ticularly high calibre long range anti aircraft artillery. At the 
outbreak of war on 16 February, Georgians deconstructed 
the Poilo railway bridge in order to disrupt the approach of 
Russian armored trains heading for Georgia. However the 
first duel of Russian and Georgian armored trains occurred 
that day. The Russian train №94, located at the exploded 
Poilo bridge, started firing long range artillery at the Geor-
gian armored train, located in Saloghlishi station, which 
simultaneously proceeded to attack Russian infantry. The 
Georgian armored train had to retreat. On the night of 18 
or 19 February, in order to protect the central line of de-
fense of Tbilisi, the Georgian armored train made a major 
contribution to what was a final victory. The unit disrupted 
the enemy’s ability to conquer Soghanluli station. After re-
pelling the attack, the Georgians launched a counterattack 
and captured more than 1000 soldiers of the Red Army. 

Georgian armoured train played a special role to repel 
an attack of the enemy in Vaziani battle on 21 February. 
Gymnasium pupil Givi Ghambashidze, who volunteered 
for the army and fought in Tbilisi defense central sector, 
watched the Vaziani battle form the height of river Mtk-
vari right bank and as soon as the war was finished wrote 
down in his diary: Our armoured train worked excellent-
ly. It was located behind the hill to hide from the gre-
nades. Like a snake it came out from its shelter and head-
ed towards Kakheti with high speed. It entered the enemy 
rear so far that only the smoke was noticed. At this time 
terrible voice of shooting was heared. Our Javshnosani 
was shooting the enemy in the rear and the enemy was 
shooting furiously the railway and was tring to destroy it, 
but in vain… I have to admit that the armoured train did 
most of the work.

Meanwhile, the bridge in Poilo was repaired and 
four more Russian armored trains engaged in battle on 
24 February. On that day, prior to retreating from Tbilisi, 
one armored train from Goduadze’s unit, under the com-
mand of Shanidze, released Avchala railway station from 
Russian cavalry control. After retreating from Tbilisi, the 
Georgians damaged railway bridges in order to diminish 
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miu xe da vad Tbi lis Tan da ce mi sa, osiau ris 
brZo la Si mar cxi sa da qu Tai sis da kar gvi sa, qar-
Tu li jav San ma ta reb le bi brZo las ar wyvet dnen. 
11 marts al fes go gua Zis me Tau ro biT qu Tai sis 
sad gur ze SeiW ra jav San ma ta re be li #4 `Ta vi-
suf le bis si mag re~, sad gur ze myo fi mo wi naaR-
mde gis erTna xe va ri aseu li daa mar cxa da moa-
xer xa im niv Te bis eva kua cia, rom le bic mTav ro-
bas qu Tais Si dar Ca. mTa var sar dal ma kvi ni ta Zem 
ma ta reb lis pi rad Se mad gen lo bas mad lo ba ga-
mouc xa da: `Seur yev lo ba ma ta reb lis pi ra di Se-
mad gen lo bi sa da mis mier Ta vi si pi ra di mo va-
leo bis Seg ne ba sam Sob los wi na Se aris is, ra sac 
un da eca dos, yve la Cven gan ma mih ba Zos. al fes 
gog va Zes da #4 jav Sno sa ni ma ta reb lis pi rad 
Se mad gen lo bas sam sa xu ris sa xe liT vuc xa deb 
Cems Rrma mad lo bas. amas Tan er Tad, vsar geb lob 
Sem Txve viT, aR vniS no mu Sao ba saer Tod am om Si 
gan sa kuT re bul mZi me pi ro beb Si yve la Cve ni jav-
Sno sa ni ma ta reb li sa vla di mer gog va Zis me Tau-
ro biT, raic Se de gad mi maC nia ze mo aR niS nu li 
me Tau ris dau Ra la vi mu Sao bi sa“. raz mis wev re-
bi ix ti bars ar itex dnen da 16 marts, ro de sac 
omis be di asi pro cen tiT ga daw yve ti li iyo, va-
lo dia go gua Zem ni goe Ti dan ba Tum Si mTav ro bis 
Tav mjdo ma re noe Jor da nias Sem de gi Si naar sis 
de pe Sa gaug zav na: `jav Sno sa ni ma ta reb le biT 
mo ge sal me biT. raz mi fic sa sdebs Tqven wi na Se, 
rom ib rZo lebs sam Sob los da sa ca vad uka nas-
knel sis xlis wve Tam dis“. sul ma le omi das rul-
da da sa qar Tve los de mok ra tiu li res pub li kis 
jav San ma ta reb le bi mxo lod qa Ral dze ar se bul 
`da mou ki de bel“ sab Wo Ta sa qar Tve los wi Te li 
ar miis Se mad gen lo ba Si Cai ric xa. 

respublikis regularuli armiisa da gvar-
diis sakuTrebaSi iricxeboda javSanavtomo-
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the risk of an engagement between Russian and Georgian 
armoured trains. On 2 March, the abandoned Georgian 
armoured train, Republican probably derailed, fell into 
Russian hands. On 5 March, the Russians repaired this 
train and renamed it Soviet Republic of Georgia.

Despite the setback near Tbilisi, being defeated in the 
Battle of Osiauri, and the failure of Kutaisi, the troops of 
the Georgian armored trains never stopped fighting. On 
11 March, the armoured train №4, Strength Of Liberty, 
under the command of Alfes Goguadze, breached the 
station at Kutaisi and defeated more than a company of 
enemy troops, and evacuated all the property which had 
been abandoned by the government in Kutaisi.

The Supreme General Kvinitadze expressed grateful 
appreciation to each member of train crew in the follow-
ing words: The adamantine will of each member of the 
train crew, their responsibility towards the motherland 
that everyone of us should undertake. I would like to ex-
press my great gratitude of appreciation to Alfes Gogua-
dze and the members of armoured train №4. I want to take 
the opportunity to highlight and underline the contribu-
tion of each armoured train under the command of Vlad-
imer Gogvadze in these difficult circumstances of war. It 
is the relentless work of the commander that I mentioned 
before”.

Troops crew didn’t adamant and on March 16, when 
the war outcome was already 100% predicted, Valodia 
Goguadze, located in Nigoeti, sent a dispatch to the chair-
man of the government, Noe Zhordania, with the following 
content :” On behalf of the troops of the armoured train, 
I greet you. The troops make an oath in front of you and 
swear to fight in order to protect the motherland until the 
last drop of our blood (until death)”. Later, the war was 
over, and the troops of the armoured train of the Democrat-
ic Republic of Georgia were enlisted into the ranks of the 
Red Army of „Independent” Georgian Soviet Republic ( an 
independence existing only on paper).

Companies of the armoured cars were enlisted in the 
Regular Army and Guard of the Republic. According to 
the archival documents we know 7 armoured cars and 
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bilTa aseulebi. saarqivo dokumentebis mi-
xedviT, CvenTvis cnobilia 7 javSnosani av-
tomobili simboluri saxelebiT: „saxalxo 
gvardieli“, „proletari“, „internacionali“, 
„glexi“, „samSoblo“, „saqarTvelo“ da „brZo-
la“. am javSnosnebidan erTi _ „proletari“ _ 
iyo qvemexiTa da tyviamfrqvevebiT aRWurvili 
rusuli warmoebis mZime javSnosani `Garfdord-i“; 
xuTi ki meore da mesame seriis britanuli bri-
tanuli warmoebis `Austin-i“; xolo erTi _ „saqa-
rTvelo“ kustarulad dajavSnuli `Napier-is“ 
msubuqi javSanavtomobili. 1915 wels britan-
ul Zaraze ruseTSi Seqmnili mZime javSnosani 

mTavrobis meTauri noe Jordania da saxalxo gvardiis faqtobrivi 
xelmZRvaneli valiko juReli saxalxo gvardiis mTavari Stabis wevrebTan 
erTad javSanmanqana N1 „saxalxo gvardielis~ fonze

The chairmen of the Georgian government Noe Zhordania and the actual head of the 
People’s Guard Valiko Dzugeli accompanied by a member of the National (People’s) 
Guard in the background of an armoured vehicle.
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their symbolic names: People’s Gurdsman, Proletarian, 
International, Peasant, Homeland, Georgia and Struggle. 
From the abovementioned armoured cars one – „Prole-
tarian”, equipped with cannon and machine-gun repre-
sented the heavy armoured Garford, produced in Russia; 
five of them – second and third series of Austin, produced 
in Britain; an one – Sakartvelo makeshift armoured Na-
pier armoured car. Crew of the heavy Javshnosani Gar-
ford, created on the British bodywork in 1915, enlisted 
8-9 persons, the combat weight reached 8.6 ton. The ar-
moured was armed with three 7.6 mm caliber Maxim ma-
chine-gun and 1910 model year 76.2 mm caliber cannon. 
Cannon fire set consisted 44 shells, machine-gun – 5000 
cartridges. The car was armoured with 6.5 mm barbettes. 
The four-cylinder engine capacity reached 30 horsepowe, 
in case of full load speed amounted to 18 km/h, while the 
car moved back the speed fell to 3 km/h, Autonomus driv-
ing distance reached 120 km. The crew of the second and 
the third series Austin consisted of 5 members, fighting 
mass amounted to 5.3 tons, and the armor thickness – 5-8 
mm. Two 7.62mm caliber Maxim machine gun stood on 
two combat towers in the second series armament, while 
8 mm caliber Hotchkiss machine-gun – on third series A 
Ustin combat towers; Combat set consisted of 6000 car-
tridges; Both series had four-cylinder 50 horspower ca-
pacity engines; speed – 60 km/h; autonomous driving dis-
tance reached 200 km. Armed forces of the First Republic 
used combat vehicles in all battles – in 1918-1919 on the 
fronts of Abkhazia and Sochi, firstly against the Bolshe-
viks and then the forces of Denikin; in February-March 
1919 on Akhaltsikhe front against the insurrection of Serv-
er-beg Atabag and in the Russian-Georgian war in Febru-
ary-March 1921.

At the beginning of the 1921 war two armoured cars 
were located on the direction of Vorontsovka-Jalaloghli; 
returning back this column was besieged at Sandar on 16 
February and while breaking the siege they had to leave the 
Javshnosnebi. 11th Red Army used the Javshnosnebi, par-
ticularly on 16 February in the war held against Georgia, 
from the side of the Red Bridge Russians draw in the for-
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`Garfdord-is“ ekipaJi 8-9 adamianisagan Sedge-
boda, manqanis sabrZolo masa 8.6 tonas aRwe-
vda. javSnosani SeiaraRebuli iyo sami 7.62 mm 
kalibris `Maxim-is“ tyviamfrqveviT da 1910 
wlis modelis 76.2 mm kalibris mqone qvemex-
isagan. qvemexis sabrZolo kompleqti Sedgebo-
da 44 Wurvisagan, xolo tyviamfrqvevis _ 5000 
vaznisagan. avtomobili dajavSnuli iyo 6.5 mm-
iani javSanfurclebiT. `Garfdord-is“ oTxcilin-
driani Zravis simZlavre 30 cxenis Zalas aR-
wevda, sruli datvirTvis SemTxvevaSi siCqare 
mxolod 18km/saaTs Seadgenda, xolo ukusvlis 
SemTxvevaSi 3 km/saaTamde ecemoda, avtono-
miuri svlis manZili 120 kilometrs aRwevda. 
meore da mesame seriis `Austin-is“ ekipaJi 5 ka-
cisagan Sedgeboda, sabrZolo masa 5.3 tonas 
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mation of #55 armoured cars. The armoured cars assisted 
Gori Guard Battalion in Soghanlughi battle during the first 
attack of the enemy near Tbilisi on the night of 18-19 Feb-
ruary. Afterwards they cleaned the railway and the near-
by territory from the enemy together. On 20 February in 
Kojor-Tabakhmela sector Georgian troops took control of 
the enemy’s small armoured car. On 24 February in Tbili-
si defense left sector one armoured car tried to attack the 
enemy’s tanks, but the fire opened by the tanks made it to 
retreat. After leaving Tbilisi, while retreating from Mtskheta 
to Gori, Georgian troops exploded some of the Javshnos-
nebi and left them on their way, in case the enemy would 
try to possess it. According to the data of the Russian side 
Georgian Army used two armoured cars on the front of 
Abkhazia against the 31th rifle division of the Russian 9th 
Army. On the front of Abkhazia the unit of #48 armoured 
cars opposed the Georgian Army. After their defeat in the 
war, Commander-in-chief Giorgi Kvinitadze positively ap-
praised the operation of the armoured cars and noted that 
they not only contributed the defense, but frequently they 
performed reconnaissance missions.   

The armed forces of the First Democratic Republic of 
Georgia had armoured cars that were equipped with ap-
proximately 1000 machineguns and the most modern and 
„forbidden fruit” two battle tank of that time. The modern 
and formidable battle car-tank was first used in combat 
by the British Army in 1916 during the Battle of the Som-
me, Western Front, WWI. It shocked the German soldiers, 
who imagined actual devils directed at their positions. 
However, in that period, tanks usually caused a more psy-
chological affect, because of their mobility, weak engine 
ability and other issues.

Four years after the first deployment of the tank, the 
same modern technology reached the Georgian armed 
forces. The interesting point is how did tanks become in-
tegrated into the Georgian Army? It is a fact that during the 
Civil War in Russia, the British supplied the White Army 
with multiple types of weapons and tanks. In the beginning 
of 1920, White troops under the command of General An-
ton Denikin, were defeated by Bolshevik troops in North-
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Seadgenda, javSnis sisqe _ 5-8 mm-s; meore seri-
is SeiaraRebaSi or sabrZolo koSkuraze idga 
ori 7.62 mm kalibris `Maxim-is“ tyviamfrqvevi, 
xolo mesame seriis `Austin-is“ 8 mm kalibris 
„hoCkisis“ tyviamfrqvevi; sabrZolo komple-
qti Sedgeboda 6000 vaznisagan; orive seriis 
`Austin-i“ eyena oTxcilindriani 50 cx. Zalis 
simZlavris Zrava; siCqare _ 60 km/sT; avtono-
miuri svlis manZili ki 200 kilometrs aRwev-
da. pirveli respublikis SeiaraRebuli Zalebi 
sabrZolo manqanebs Tavisi arsebobis manZilze 
warmoebul TiTqmis yvela brZolaSi iyenebda: 
1918-19 wels afxazeTisa da soWis frontze 
jer bolSevikebisa da Semdeg  denikinis Zalebis 
winaaRmdeg, 1919 wlis Teberval-martSi axal-
cixis frontze server-beg aTabagis amboxebis 
winaaRmdeg Tu ruseT-saqarTvelos 1921 wlis 
Teberval-martis omSi.

1921 wlis omis dasawyisSi ori javSanavtomo-
bili ganlagebuli iyo voroncovka-jalaloR-
lis mimarTulebiT; ukandaxevis dros, 16 Te-
bervals, es kolona sandarTan moxvda alyaSi 
da alyidan gamosvlisas javSnosnebis mitove-
ba mouwiaT. javSnosnebs iyenebda me-11 wiTe-
li armia, kerZod, 16 Tebervals wiTeli xidis 
mxridan saqarTvelos winaaRmdeg rusebma omSi 
Caabes N55 javSnosan avtomobilTa SenaerTi. 
javSnosani avtomobilebi 18-19 Tebervlis Ra-
mes TbilisTan mowinaaRmdegis pirveli Sete-
visas soRanluRis brZolaSi daexmarnen goris 
gvardiis batalions, Semdeg ki maTTan erTad 
gawmindes rkinigza da misi midamoebi mowinaaRm-
degisagan. 20 Tebervals kojor-tabaxmelas 
seqtorSi qarTulma jarma xelSi Caigdo mow-
inaaRmdegis erTi patara javSnosani avtomobi-
li. 24 Tebervals Tbilisis Tavdacvis marcxena 
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ern Caucasia. The defeated generals of the Northern troops 
of the White Guard, Ivan Erdelis and Daniel Drachenko, re-
quested approval for evacuation through territory under the 
control of the Georgian military. The Georgians approved 
and disarmed 10,000 volunteers and let them into Georgian 
territory. As a result of the disarming, Georgia acquired the 
tanks. The Georgian Guard conducted the evacuation and 
disarming operation and owned the tanks. The Georgian 
Guard, through the reorganization of the Armoured Vehi-
cle Company, established the Armoured Wheeled Tank 
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qarTuli armiis javSanmanqanebi aRlumze golovinis (dRevandeli 
rusTavelis) gamzirze. win gadaadgildeba qvemexiTa da sami tyviamfrqveviT 
SeiaraRebuli mZime javSnosani `Garford-i“, xolo mas moyveba ori 

tyviamfrqveviT aRWurvili meore seriis `Austin-is“ firmis javSanmanqana

The armoured cars of the Georgian Army took part in a parade on Golovin (present-day 
Rustaveli) Avenue. Heavy armoured Garford is moving forward armed with a canon  
and three machine-guns. It is followed by armored car Austin, armed with two  
machine-guns.
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seqtorSi mowinaaRmdegis tankebis winaaRmdeg 
Seteva scada erTma javSanavtomobilma, Tumca  
tankebis mier gaxsnilma cecxlma ukan daexia 
aiZula. Tbilisis datovebis Semdeg mcxeTidan 
gorisaken ukan daxevisas, mowinaaRmdeges rom 
ar Cavardnoda xelSi qarTulma jarebma zogi-
erTi javSnosani, aafeTqes da gzaze datoves. 
rusuli mxaris monacemebis mixedviT, afxaze-
Tis frontze qarTuli armia rusuli mecxre 
armiis 31-e msroleli diviziis winaaRmdeg or 
javSnosan avtomobils iyenebda. Tavis mxriv 
afxazeTis frontze qarTul armias mowinaaRm-
degis 48-e javSanavtomobilTa SenaerTi up-
irispirdeboda. omSi damarcxebis Semdeg mTa-
varsardali giorgi kvinitaZe dadebiTad af-
asebda dajavSnuli avtomobilebis moqmedebas 
da aRniSnavda, rom isini ara mxolod Tavdacvis 
saqmes uwyobda xels, aramed xSirad sadazvervo 
misiebsac asrulebda.

pir ve li res pub li kis Seia ra Re bul Za leb Si 
im drois Tvis Ta na med ro ve da yve la saT vis uc-
xo xi li _ 2 sab rZo lo tan ki iric xe bo da. axa li 
da mris xa ne sab rZo lo man qa na tan ki pir ve lad 
1916 wlis seq tem ber Si ga moi ye nes bri ta ne leb-
ma pir ve li msof lio omis da sav le Tis fron-
tze so mis brZo la Si. aman ger ma nel ja ris ka ceb-
ze ise Ti Tav zar dam ce mi gav le na moax di na, rom 
war moid gi nes, TiT qos maT ken nam dvi li `eS ma ke-
bi~ mie mar Te bod nen. ise im pe rio dis tan ki uf-
ro fsi qo lo giur efeqts ax den da, rad gan cu-
dad ma nev ri reb da, arc Zra va uvar go da da a.S. 
tan kis pir ve lad ga mo ye ne bi dan aras ru li 4 wlis 
Sem deg es uax le si teq ni ka sa qar Tve los Seia ra-
Re bul Za leb sac gauC nda. sain te re soa, ro gor 
mox vda qar Tvel Ta xel Si tan ke bi: cno bi lia, 
rom ru se Tis sa mo qa la qo omis dros bri ta ne-
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Division, and designated Officer Orzhonikidze as head of 
the division. According to archive material, several more 
tank officers are known: on 30 July, Officer Sergo Gelas-
hili was designated tank commander; later other officers, 
Ivane Maisuradze and Anatoli Imnadze, were designated 
secondary leaders. The tanks, which were confiscated from 
volunteers, were damaged; they managed to reach Darial 
Gorge, Gveleti Bridge from Vladikavkaz and then stopped. 
Therefore, together with the rough road, there were some 
difficulties in transporting them from Kazbegi to Tbilisi. On 
29 April, the General Staff of the Guard tasked the engineer 
Korinteli to make a construction in order to transport the 
tanks from Kazbegi. It took a couple of months to bring the 
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saxalxo gvardiis “luisis“ tyviamfrqvevebiT SeiaraRebuli motociklebi 
sarkinigzo eSelonze

The motorcycle of motorcycle-machine gun Lewis team (company) of the National 
(People’s) Guard on railway echelone.
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le bi TeT rebs sxva das xva sa xis ia raR Tan er Tad 
tan ke bi Tac ama ra geb dnen. 1920 wlis da saw yis Si 
ge ne ral an ton de ni ki nis Za le bi bol Se vi keb-
Tan da mar cxdnen, maT So ris Crdi lo kav ka sia-
Si. Crdi lo kav ka sia Si da mar cxe bu li ge ner le bis 
_ ivan er de li sa da da niel dra cen kos _ TeT-
rgvar diul ma na wi leb ma sa qar Tve los sam xed ro 
gziT eva kua ciis uf le ba iT xo ves. qar Tve leb ma 
amis ne ba dar Tes, 10 000-mde mo xa li se ga naia ra-
Res da sa qar Tve los te ri to ria ze Se mouS ves, 
swo red maT Ca moar Tves qar Tve leb ma tan ke bi. 
gvar dia axor cie leb da mo xa li se Ta eva kua cii sa 
da ia ra Ris Ca mor Tme vis ope ra cias, ami tom tan-
ke bic maT dai sa kuT res. gvar diis jav Sno san av-
to mo bil Ta aseu li ga daa ke Tes jav Sno san saav-
to mo bi lo-sa tan ko di vi zio nad da mas sa Ta ve Si 
ofi ce ri or jo ni ki Ze Cau ye nes. saar qi vo ma sa le-
bis mi xed viT, cno bi lia ram de ni me qar Tve li tan-
kis tis vi nao ba: 1920 wlis 30 iv ni si dan erT-er Ti 
tan kis `uf ro sad~ dai niS na ofi ce ri ser go ga-
be laS vi li, ma le ve ki meo re xa ris xis `dam ta reb-
le bad~ _ ofic re bi: iva ne mai su ra Ze da ana to-
li im na Ze. mo xa li se TaT vis Ca mor Tmeu li tan ke bi 
mwyob ri dan iyo ga mo su li, maT sakuTari svliT 
vladikavkazidan mxolod darialis xeobaSi, gve-
leTis xidamde miaRwies, Semdeg gaCerdnen. maT 
tran spor ti re bas yaz be gi dan Tbi lis Si cudi 
gza ki dev uf ro ar Tu leb da. gvar diis mTa va ri 
Sta bi 29 ap rils in Ji ner ko rin Tels ava leb da, 
yve la fe ri eRo na tan ke bis yaz be gi dan Ca mo say va-
nad. teq ni kis Tbi lis Si Ca mo ta nas ram de ni me Tve 
das Wir da. Tbi lis Si Ca mo yvanil ma tan keb ma di di 
dain te re se ba ga moiw via sam xed roeb Si. ma ga li-
Tad, sab Wo Ta ru seT Tan 1921 wlis omis win Tbi-
lis Si gad mos ro li li pir ve li qvei Ti bri ga dis 
pir ve li aTa seu lis me Taur ma gvar diis Stabs 
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tanks to Tbilisi. Upon arrival in Tbilisi, the tanks provoked a 
huge interest from the armed forces. For example, in 1921, 
prior to war with Soviet Russia, the First Infantry Brigade 
Commander Chiliarch requested the approval of Guard 
Staff in order to conduct familiarization of the modern 
combat vehicles (tanks) for military personnel. Despite the 
interest and desire, the tanks were unable to be fixed. At the 
beginning of November 1920, Guard General Staff created 
a special commission that consisted of: Farkosadze, Par-

okupaciis Semdeg rusebs Tbilisis sarkinigzo sadguridan miaqvT qarTuli 
armiis ori saremonto tanki: „Mark V-is” tipis britanuli tanki, romlis 
pirveli modeli 1918 wlis ianvarSi aawyves. sabrZolo manqanis parametrebi 
da SesaZleblobebi Semdegnairad gamoiyureboda: tankis masa `mamali~ _ 29.47 
tona; „dedali“ _ 28.45 tona; kompozituri varianti _ 28.5 tona; SeiaraReba 
`mamali~ _ ori 57 mm-iani qvemexi da oTxi 7.7 mm-iani tyviamfrqvevi; `dedali~ _ 
eqvsi 7.7 mm-iani tyviamfrqvevi; kompozituri varianti _ erTi 57 mm-iani qvemexi 
da xuTi 7.7 mm-iani tyviamfrqvevi. Zravi _ „rikardos“ 6 cilindriani 150 cx. 
Zalis mqone. transmisia _ meqanikuri. maqsimaluri siCqare _ 7.5 km.sT, svlis 
maragi _ 72 km.

After the invasion and occupation of Georgia, the Russians transported two damaged tanks 
from Tbilisi railway station: British tank Mark V, first model of which was constructed in 
January 1918. The technical and tactical characteristics of the tank ; Male weight -29.47 ton, 
Female weight – 28.47, updated model of composition – 28.5; Male armament – two 57mm 
cannons and four 7.7 mm machine guns; Female armaments – six 7.7 mm machine guns; 
composition model – one 57 mm cannon and five 7.7 mm machine guns. Engine Ricardo – 
six cylinder 150hp. Transmission – mechanic, maximum speed – 7.5km/h, operational range 
– 72km.
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sTxo va ne bar Tva, ra Ta mTe li aTa seu lis pi rad 
Se mad gen lo bas daeT va lie re bi na da gas cno bo-
da am uax les sab rZo lo man qa nebs. miu xe da vad 
dain te re se bi sa da sur vi li sa, tan ke bis Se ke Te ba 
ver xer xde bo da, 1920 wlis noem bris da saw yis-
Si gvar diis mTa var ma Stab ma Seq mna spe cia lu ri 
ko mi sia far qo sa Zis, far nie vis, Wiab riS vi li sa da 
jib la Zis Se mad gen lo biT. ko mi sias yve la zo ma 
un da mie Ro, ra Ta tan ke bi drou lad Cae ye ne bi na 
mwyob rSi. am saq mis Tvis da ma te biT ga dai do 300 
000 ma ne Ti, mag ram sa qar Tve lom ise da kar ga da-
mou ki deb lo ba, teq ni kis mwyob rSi Ca ye ne ba ver 
moas wro. sa ma gie rod, ru se Tis me Ter Tme te ar-
miis sa tan ko Se naerTs hyav da 4 „Mark V” ti pis 
tan ki, ro mel Ta gan 24 Te ber vals sa mi ga moi ye nes 
Tbi li sis Tvis brZo la Si. Tbi lis Si Se mo sul ma 
ru seb ma rki nig zis sad gu ris sa xe los noeb Si miag-
nes qar Tve le bis tan kebs da gaag zav nes mos kov Si, 
gag zav nam de ki, 1921 wlis 20 marts, me Ter Tme te 
ar miis jav San Za le bis me Taur ma zun ma uk ve sab-
Wo Ta sa qar Tve los sam xed ro-saz Rvao Za le bis 
ko mi sars mis we ra, rom teq ni kis aw yo ba mxo lod 
cen trSi, did qar xa na Si, iq ne bo da Se saZ le be li, 
ami tom iT xov da tan ke bis mos kov Si gag zav nis ne-
bar Tvas, ro gorc sa qar Tve los mTav ro bis ̀ sa Cu-
qa ri sa~ ru se Ti sad mi.

javSanteqnika
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niev, Chiabrishvili and Jibladze. They focused on and took 
appropriate steps in order to fix and enroll the tanks into the 
ranks promptly. Additionally this was funded with 300,000 
Maneti (Georgian currency in 1920). Despite the attempt to 
fix them, the Republic of Georgia had already lost its inde-
pendence, so the attempt remained uncompleted. On the 
other hand, the Russian armored tank unit of the 11th Red 
Army was equipped with four British tanks of model „Mark 
V. On February 24, three of those tanks participated in the 
Battle of Tbilisi. The Russians discovered the Georgian 
tanks in Tbilisi Railway Workshop and transported them to 
Moscow. On 20 March 1921, prior to the Georgian tank 
transportation to Moscow, the commander of the armored 
forces of the 11th Red Army submitted a letter to the Com-
missar of the military-navy forces of the Soviet Republic of 
Georgia, that the recovery of heavy technology (tanks) was 
possible only in the capital’s factory, and based on that he 
required approval to transport the tank to Moscow, and that 
it would represent a „gift” from the Georgian government 
to Russia.

Armoured  
Vehicles
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ssa qar Tve los pir ve li res pub li kis Seia ra-
Re bul Za lebs kav ka siis fron tis saa via cio 
teq ni ki dan mem kvid reo biT ram de ni me aTeu li 
fran gu li, bri ta nu li da ru su li war moe bis 
saf re ni apa ra ti dar Ca. TviTmfrinavebi Zi ri-
Ta dad `far man-7~, `far man-16~, `mo ran-pa ra-
so li~, `vua ze ni~, `le bed 12~, er TZra via ni da 
or Zra via ni `kod ro ni~ da `niu por-21-is~ tipis 
iyo. es ae rop la ne bi uk ve sak maod moZ ve le bu-
li iyo, rad gan ma Ti na wi li an pir vel msof lio 
omam de ai go, an pir ve li msof lio omis saw yis 
wleb Si.  TviT mfri na vebs hqonda moZ ve le bu li 
`gno mis~, `ro ni sa~ da `sal so nis~ ti pis Zra ve-
bi, ro mel Ta saf re nos no re sur si faq tob ri vad 
amo wu ru li iyo. am Zveli saf reni apa ra tebis 
Semxedvare bri ta nel ma mfri nav ma, ro mel sac 
qar Tvel ma ko le geb ma qar Tu li TviT mfri na viT 
gaf re na Ses Ta va zes, mtki ce ua ri ga nac xa da: `me 
arc ise Ti gmi ri var, rom Tqve ni apa ra te biT 
gav frin deo~.

moZ ve le bu li da gau mar Ta vi saf re ni apa-
ra te bi, ni ve li re bis, zo mi sa da ae ro lo giu-
ro bis mxriv ae rod ro mis cu di mdgo ma reo ba, 
ase ve zog Sem Txve va Si mfri nav Ta ga mouc de lo-
ba xSir saa via cio ka tas tro febs iw vev da. 1918 
wels fre ni sas ava ria ga ni ca da 18-ma apa rat ma, 
ro mel Ta gan 4 mTlia nad ga mo vi da mwyob ri dan; 
1919 wels mox da 32 ava ria da 6 ae rop la ni ve-
Rar aRad gi nes, 1920 wlis ian vri dan seq tem bram-
de ki 29 saa via cio Sem Txve vis Sem deg 7 saf re ni 
apa ra ti ve Rar aRad gi nes. saa via cio Sem Txve vebs 
em sxver plnen mfri na ve bi: saa via cio aseu lis me-
Tau ris mo va leo bis droe biT Sem sru le be li, 
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qarTveli mfrinavebi aeroplanis fonze.
saqarTvelos parlamentis erovnuli biblioTekis foto

Georgian pilots in the background of aircraft. 
Photo of the National Parliamentary library of Georgia.

The armed forces of the First Democratic Republic of 
Georgia inherited from Caucasian Air Vehicles aircraft 
manufactured by the following countries : France, Britain, 
and Russia. These were old types of single engine aircraft: 
Farman 7, Farman 16, Morane Parasol, Voisin, Lebed 12; 
and double engine aircraft: Caudron and Nieuport. They 
were old types of aircraft because some of them had been 
constructed prior to or at the beginning of World War 
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maio ri ni ko loz ma yaS vi li, lei te nan ti prok le 
kil ta va, pod po ru Ci ki gri gol ma laS xia.

ar se bu li prob le me bis ga mo daiw yo msje-
lo ba axa li ae rop la ne bis Se Ze nis Tao ba ze. 
1919-1920 wlis sa xel mwi fo biu jet Si sam xed ro 
sa mi nis tros xar jeb Si sam xed ro-sa hae ro flo-
tis Se sa na xad da axa li ae rop la ne bis Se sa Ze nad 
10 979 640 ma ne Ti ga dai do.

sa nam qar Tve li po li ti ko se bi da sam xed roe-
bi axa li TviT mfri na ve bis Se sa Ze nad ir je bod-
nen, ru se Tis sa mo qa la qo oms ga moq ceu li bri-
ta nu li war moe bis 4 le gen da ru li ̀ sof viC qe ma-
lis~ ti pis ae rop la ni sa qar Tve los pir da pi ri 
ga ge biT ci dan moev li na. 1920 wlis dam degs, 
mas Sem deg, rac bol Se vi keb ma dai ka ves Crdi-
lo kav ka sia, mo xa li se Ta ar miis meeq vse avia-
raz mis TeT rgvar diel ma mfri na veb ma mar tSi 
Tbi lis Si gad mof re niT uS ve les Tavs. axa li 
ga ma nad gu reb le bi qar Tu li ar miis saa via cio 
parks Seuer Tda. uk ve ga qar Tu le bu li `mfri na-
vi aq le me bis~ Se mor Ce ni li ori fo tos mi xed viT 
Seg viZ lia da vas kvnaT, rom qar Tul ar mias er go 
`sof viC-qe ma lis~ F.1 mo de lis ae rop la ne bi. bri-
ta nu li ga ma nad gu reb lis pir ve li pro to ti pi 
1916 wlis bo los af rin da, xo lo Seia ra Re ba Si 
1917 wlis pir vel na xe var Si mii Res. TviT mfri-
navs Ta vi si plu se bi da mi nu se bi hqon da. `qe-
ma leb ma~ pir vel msof lio om Si 1917-1918 wels 
Ca moag des mo wi naaR mde gis 1294 TviT mfri na vi, 
rac ga ma nad gu reb lebs So ris yve la ze ma Ra li 
maC ve ne be li iyo. 4000 metr si maR lem de ma nev ri-
re ba sa da siC qa re Si omis bo lom de mas TiT qmis 
kon ku ren ti ar hyav da, mag ram `mfri na vi aq le me-
bi~ ga mouc de li mfri na ve bis Tvis sak maod rTu-
li sa mar Ta vi gax ldaT. amas na Te li ma ga li Tia 
is faq ti, rom pir ve li msof lio omis msvle-
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One. The aircraft were constructed with the following old 
types of engine: Gnome, Ron and Salmson. The engines 
were not only old and weak, but they also consumed ex-
cessive fuel when in operation and it was not possible 
to fly them after training with only limited flying hours. 
When a British pilot faced these age-worn aircraft, with 
Georgian pilots who offered him a test flight of Georgian 
aircraft, he refused and said to his Georgian colleagues: I 
am not such a hero that I can fly your aircraft.

The age-worn and defective aircraft, and the poor 
conditions, leveling, size and location of the airdrome, 
as well as the inexperience of pilots routinely caused the 
aircraft to crash. In 1918, there occurred an accident of 18 
aircraft during flight and 4 of them crashed. In 1919, there 
occurred 32 air accidents, and the conditions of 6 aircraft 
were found to be unfixable. In 1920, between January 
and September, there were 29 air accidents, and 7 aircraft 
remained unable to be repaired. The casualties of these 
air accidents were the following Georgian pilots: aircraft 
company acting officer Major Nikoloz Makashvili, Lieu-
tenant Prokle Kiltava, Second Lieutenant (podporuchik) 
Grigol Malashkhia. As a result of these problems, and 
in order to make progress and acquire new aircraft dis-
cussions took place. In 1919-1920, the expenses of the 
Ministry of Armed Forces from the government budget 
were funded with 10,979,640 Maneti, in order to execute 
a technical overhaul of the Navy and to acquire modern 
aircraft.

While discussions to acquire modern aircraft were 
taking place among Georgian politicians and military per-
sonnel, the legendary „Sopwith Camel” four aircraft (man-
ufactured in Britain) retreated from the Russian Civil War, 
as the story of Georgia goes they were discovered in the 
sky. At the beginning of 1920, after the Bolshevik occu-
pation of Northern Caucasia, the pilots of the 6th Aviation 
Troops of the White Guard of the Army of Volunteers, re-
treated and landed in Tbilisi in March, which saved them. 
The modern aircraft fighter was enrolled into the Georgian 
air forces. According to two existing pictures of reenlisted 
Georgian Flying Camels, we can conclude that F-1 model 
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lo bi sas `qe ma lis~ 385 mfri na vi ara sab rZo lo 
vi Ta re ba Si dai Ru pa, ma Sin, ro ca brZo lis dros 
_ od nav me ti, 415 ka ci. ae rop la nis mar Tvi sas 
prob le mas war moad gen da ma nev ri re bis asi met-
riu lo ba, ker Zod, umaR le si pi lo ta Jis fi gu ra 
`kas ris~ Ses ru le ba mar cxe na mxa res, ase ve mox-
ve va mar cxniv uf ro swra fad srul de bo da, vid-
re mar jvniv, xo lo da bal siC qa re ze fre ni sas 
`qe ma li~ xSi rad var de bo da Sto por Si. pir ve li 
msof lio omis cno bi li asi, ame ri ke li mfri-
na vi eliot sprin gsi, am bob da, rom ar sur da 
`qe ma le biT~ fre na. rac See xe ba ga ma nad gu reb-
lis sab rZo lo da teq ni kur pa ra met rebs, ase Ti 
iyo: eki pa Ji _ 1 ka ci; Zra va _ `klar je tis~, `ben-
tlis~, `ro nis~ sxva das xva mo di fi ka ciis Zra va; 
sim Zlav re _ 110-170 cx.Z.; TviT mfri na vis zo me-
bi _ 8.5X5.7X2.6; ca rie li TviT mfri na vis wo na _ 
403-475 kg; maq si ma lu ri asaf re ni wo na _ 645-711 
kg; maq si ma lu ri siC qa re _ 168-182km/sT; fre nis 
si maR le _ 5480-6550 m.; fre nis xan grZli vo ba _ 
2.5 sT; Seia ra Re ba _ ori Sew yvi le bu li 7.7 mm-
ia ni ka lib ris `vi ker sis~ tyviam frqve vi da 4X18 
kg bom bi.

bri ta nul ma `qe ma leb ma~ arc qar Tul ar mia-
Si sam sa xu ri sas uRa la tes `tra di cias~ da 1920 
wlis 11 ag vis tos mom xdar saa via cio Sem Txve-
vas See wi ra saa via cio gun dis mo va leo bis Sem-
sru le be li, maio ri ni ko loz ma yaS vi li. maio ri 
ma yaS vi li Zra vis ga sin jvis miz niT af rin da ae-
rod ro mi dan da ma nev ris Ses ru le bis dros iq-
ve, 25 met ris si maR li dan Ca mo var da, saf re ni 
apa ra ti wi na na wi liT dae nar cxa mi was, mfri navs 
ori ve fe xi mos tyda da gu lis fi ca ri Seen gra. 
igi Ca mo var dni dan xu Tio de wuT Si gar daic-
va la, ise, rom gon ze arc mo su la. ma yaS vi lis 
da sak rZa lavad sa xel mwi fom 100 000 ma ne Ti ga-

aviacia



57

Sopwith Camel aircraft were successfully enrolled into the 
Georgian air forces. 

At the end of 1916, the first prototype of British air-
craft fighter was operational in the sky. And in the first half 
of 1917, the aircraft was massively deployed and adopted 
by the military. The aircraft had advantages and disadvan-
tages. During World War One, the 1294 unit of enemy’s 
aircraft were dropped by Camel, it had the highest indica-
tor among the aircraft. The Camel incomparably proved 
to be the best in maneuverability and speed performance 
at 4000 metres of altitude, however because of the inex-
perience of the pilots and difficulties with operating the 
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ruseTidan bolSevikebs gamoqceulma TeTrgvardielebma qarTul armias 
gadasces 4 britanuli `sofviC-qemalis” F1 modelis gamanadgurebeli. 
fotozea sawvrTneli frenis dros Camovardnili erT-erTi safreni 
aparati, saaviacio SemTxvevas Seewira saaviacio gundis movaleobis 
Semsrulebeli maiori nikoloz mayaSvili

(http://siberia-miniatures.ru/forum/showthread.php?fid=12&tid=165&block=30)

The White Guard,retreating from Russian Bolsheviks, had transfered four units of the 
British Sopwith-Camel F1 airplane to the Georgian Army. The aircraft crash during a 
training flight is shown, an air accident which caused the death of the acting officer of 
the aircraft company Major on the photo Nikoloz Makashvili).
(http://siberia-miniatures.ru/forum/showthread.php?fid=12&tid=165&block=30) 
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mo yo. sam xed ro mfri na vi 14 ag vis tos sru li 
sam xed ro pa ti viT miabares miwas di du bis pan-
TeonSi. ka tas tro fis mi ze zeb ze mok vle va Caa-
ta ra spe cia lur ma ko mi siam sam xed ro mfri nav 
ka pi tan sex nie vis xel mZRva ne lo biT. ko mi siis 
az riT, rad gan haer Si, ma yaS vi lis ae rop la nis 
gar da, ki dev ori saf re ni apa ra ti daf ri nav da, 
ase ve mi wa ze mu Saob da Zra ve bi, Ca mo var dni li 
TviT mfri na vis Zra vis xma ar is mo da, ami tom mi-
si ga Ce re bis zus ti mi ze zis dad ge na SeuZ le be-
li iyo. Zra va SeiZ le ba ga Ce re bu li yo TavisTa-
vad an mfri na vis Sec do mis Se de gad. 

das kvna Si ase ve dai we ra, rom ka tas tro fis 
dros apa ra ti ux vev da mar cxniv, `sof viCs~ ki 
mar cxe na mxa res ma nev ri re bis asi met riu lo bis 
prob le ma hqon da, gan sa kuT re biT Zra vis cu dad 
mu Sao bi sas; amas Ta na ve ara sak ma ri si si maR lis 
ga mo mfri navs ar hqon da sa Sua le ba, gaes wo re-
bi na apa ra ti da mi was dae nar cxa. Ca mo var dni li 
saf re ni apa ra tis aR dge na, ro gorc Cans, mo xer-
xda, rad gan 1921 wlis ian var Si sam xed ro sa mi-
nis trom mTav ro bas wa rud gi na proeq ti avia ciis 
axa li Sta te bis Se sa xeb, rom lis mi xed vi Tac saa-
via cio gun di un da ga da ke Te bu li yo or raz mian 
saa via cio di vi zio nad, xo lo Ti Toeul raz mSi 
sxvas Tan er Tad or-ori `sof viC-qe ma li~ un-
da yo fi li yo. 1920 wlis ag vis to Si ki dev er Ti 
mfri na vi, lei te nan ti kil ta va, See wi ra saa via-
cio ka tas tro fas: 28 ag vis tos, di lis 6 saaT ze, 
mi si ae rop la ni 20 met ris si maR li dan Ca mo var-
da, mfri na vi ad gil ze ar daRupula, igi sa Ra-
mos 7 saaT ze saa vad myo fo Si gar daic va la. rac 
See xe ba saf re ni apa ra tis tips, kil ta va Ca mo-
var da `mo ran-pa ra so lis~ sis te mis ae rop la niT. 
mfri nav kil ta vas da Rup vis Sem deg Seiq mna axa-
li sam xed ro ko mi sia ge ne ral ar je va ni Zis xel-
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aircraft, it caused the deaths of 385 pilots in non-combat 
environments during World War One, while in combat 
environments 415 pilots were killed. The operating diffi-
culties of the aircraft related to asymmetrical maneuver-
ability, in fact the execution of the aerobatic maneuver 
known as a barrel roll on the left side, where the execu-
tion of a left-had turn was faster than a right-hand, and at 
low speeds the aircraft usually went into a tailspin. During 
World War One, the famous American Ace pilot Elliott 
Springs said that he never wished to operate the Camel 
aircraft. The tactical and technical characteristics of the 
aircraft were as follows: single-seated; engine – Clerget, 
Bentley, Le Rhone multiple types 110-170 hp; aircraft pro-
portion – 8.5x5,7x2.6; empty weight – 403-475 kg; load-
ed weight – 645-711kg; maximum speed –168-182 km/h; 
flight altitude – 5480-6550 m; flight endurance – 2.5 h; 
armaments – two paired 7.7 mm Vickers machine gun 
and 4x18 bombs. ritish Camels accorded their tradition 
in employment of Georgian Army and in 1920, on August 
11th, the Aircraft company acting officer Major Nikoloz 
Makashvili in Air accident. In order to test the engine, Ma-
jor Makishvili took off from the airdrome. During an aero-
batic manoeuvre he crashed from a 25 metre altitude. The 
front side of aircraft hit the ground, both legs and the chest 
of the pilot were broken. He died unconscious five min-
utes after the crash. The government of Georgia supported 
the Makashvili burial ceremony with 100,000 Maneti. On 
14 August, the military pilot was buried in accordance 
with military traditions in Didube Cemetery. The accident 
was investigated by a special commission with Captain 
Sekhniev in charge. In the opinion of the commission, be-
cause two more aircraft were in the air and several more 
engines were in running mode, it was impossible to de-
tect the engine noise of the crashed aircraft and therefore 
to identify the proper cause of the accident. The engine 
could have cut out by itself, or as a result of pilot error. 
In conclusion, it stated that prior to the accident the air-
craft was manoeuvering towards the left-hand, and the 
„Sopwith” asymmetry of the left-hand manoeuvre was in-
dicated, especially when the engine was in poor running 
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mZRva ne lo biT. am ko mi sia Si sam xed ro mfri na-
veb Tan er Tad sa xal xo gvar diis mTa va ri Sta bis 
ori war mo mad ge ne li Se dio da. ko mi siam ma yaS vi-
lis da Rup vis sa kiT xic Ta vi dan ga ni xi la da sa-
bo loo das kvna Si Ca we ra, rom ori ve Sem Txve va Si 
avia ka tas tro fis mi ze zi Ta vad sam xed ro mfri-
na ve bi iy vnen. am das kvnis Zi ri Ta di ar gu men ti 
gax ldaT is faq ti, rom gaf re nis win, mi wa ze ga-
sin jvi sas, ori ve ae rop la nis Zra va brwyin va led 
mu Saob da.

1920 wlis mar ti dan saa via cio gun dis me-
Tau ri, pol kov ni ki mi xeil ma Wa va ria ni, im yo fe-
bo da ita lia Si, sa dac Tbi lis Si ofi cia lu ri 
vi zi tiT myof se na tor eto re kon tis ita liis 
sa mo qa la qo mi sias gah yva. sa qar Tve lo Si Ca mo-
sul ita liur mi sia Si cno bi li mfri na ve bic Se-
diod nen da ma Wa va rian ma maT Tan saub ris Sem-
deg gaar kvia, rom ita lia Si saf re ni apa ra te bis 
Se Ze na xel say rel fa sad SeiZ le bo da. sa kiT xis 
sim wva vis ga mo ma Wa va rian ma sam xed ro mi nistrs 
wa rud gi na mox se ne ba da moiT xo va ita lia Si gag-
zav na, mi si Txov na dak ma yo fil da da ma Wa va-
ria ni meo re dRes ve, 13 marts, kon tis mi sias-
Tan er Tad ita lia Si gaem gzav ra; man kon tis gan 
mii Ro we ri li, rom lis sa Sua le bi Tac SeeZ lo 
daeT va lie re bi na saa via cio qar xne bi da aer Cia 
ae rop la ne bi. ita lia Si Ca sul ma ma Wa va rian ma 
saa via cio qar xne bis daT va lie re ba sa da ae rop-
la ne bis Ser Ce vas Tan er Tad kav Si ri daam ya ra 
pa ri zis sam Svi do bo kon fe ren cia ze myof qar-
Tul de le ga cias Tan. 4 iv niss pa riz Si Ca su li 
ma Wa va ria ni qar Tu li de le ga ciis wi na Se war dga 
mox se ne biT, rom li Tac daa sa bu Ta, rom yve la ze 
kar gi iq ne bo da ita liu ri ae rop la ne bis Se Ze na, 
rad gan fran gu li ar var go da, xo lo ita liu ris 
msgav si mo na ce me bis bri ta nu li ae rop la ni sam-
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condition, and along with the lack of altitude the pilot was 
unable to level off, causing him to hit the ground.

As it seemed impossible to recover the aircraft in Jan-
uary 1921 the Ministry of Armed Forces submitted a proj-
ect to the government in order to create a new position. 
In accordance with new project, air force troops should 
consist of two divisions, and each division would have 
two „Sopwith Camel” aircraft. 

In August 1920, one more pilot Lieutenant Kiltava, 
died in an air accident. At 6 am on 28 August his aircraft 
crashed from a 20 metre altitude. The pilot did not die at 
the crash scene, he died later that evening at 7 pm in hos-
pital. The type of crashed aircraft was „ Morane Parasol”. 
After the death of pilot Kiltava another commission was 

qarTveli da italieli mfrinavebi italiur „ansaldos~ firmis SVA-10 
aeroplanis fonze. 1920 wlis zafxulSi saqarTvelos mTavrobam italiaSi 
aTi erTeuli am tipis aeroplani SeiZina

(http://ic.pics.livejournal.com/vikond65/53941713/54262/54262_900.jpg)

Georgian and Italian pilots in backround of Italian aircraft SVA-10 of Ansaldo. In summer 
1920, 10 units of the aircraft were purchased in Italy by the Georgian government
(http://ic.pics.livejournal.com/vikond65/53941713/54262/54262_900.jpg).
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jer Zvi ri jde bo da; mas `an sal dos~ qar xa na Si 
uk ve Ser Ceu li hqon da ae rop la ne bi da igeg me-
bo da 9-10 saf re ni apa ra tis Se Ze na. fir ma Ta vad 
kis ru lob da ae rop la ne bis ga da ta nas Tbi lis Si, 
Tum ca gar kveul prob le mas qmni da ita liu ri 
tran spor tis sa zo ga doe ba, ro mel sac un da ga-
dae ta na ae rop la ne bi. saq me win Za lian ne la mii-
wev da da ma Wa va ria ni iv ni sis bo los, saer Tod 
imed ga da wu ru li da sa so war kve Ti li, pa riz Si 
myof qar Tul de le ga cias swer da, rom ara fe ri 
ga mou vi da, rad gan fir ma, ro me lic pa su xis mge-
be li iyo ga da zid va ze, ver iZ leo da ve ra nair 
ga ran tias Se Ze ni li sa qon lis sa qar Tve lo Si Ca-
ta na ze, ami tom de le ga cias sTxov da eSuam dgom-
la saf ran ge Tis mTav ro bas Tan, ra Ta saf ran-
geT Si See Zi naT ae rop la ne bi. 

ma Wa va ria nis pe si miz mi ar ga mar Tlda da 9 iv-
liss `an sal dos~ fir mas Tan xel Sek ru le bac ga-
for mda. xel Sek ru le bis Ta nax mad, sa qar Tve lom 
Sei Zi na `an sal dos~ qar xnis SVA ti pis 10-orad-
gi lia ni TviT mfri na vi, Issota-Fraschini 250 cx.Z.-is 
mqo ne Zra viT, fo tog ra fiu li mow yo bi lo biT, 
Tum ca Seia ra Re bis ga re Se. TviT mfri navs moh-
yve bo da sa Ta da ri go na wi le bis ori kom pleq ti. 
Se na Ze nis saer To fa si Sead gen da 690 000 ita-
liur li ras, sai da nac qar Tu li mxa re Tan xis 
50%-s ix di da TviT mfri na ve bis Se Ze nis Ta na ve, 
40%-s mar se lis por tSi Ca ta nis, xo lo dar Ce-
nil 10%-s ki saa via cio teq ni kis Tbi lis Si Ca-
ta nis Sem deg. kom pa nia val de bu le bas iReb da, 
sa ku Ta ri xar jiT ori kvi riT Tbi lis Si gaeg-
zav na mfri na vi da mo to rist-am wyo bi, ra Ta maT 
aew yoT TviT mfri na ve bi da moew yoT sac de li 
fre ne bi; kon traq tSi ase ve gan saz Rvru li iyo 
ae rop la ne bis mi Re bisa da mar se lis por tSi Ca-
ta nis va de bi, for sma Jo ri da xel Sek ru le bis 
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qarTveli da italieli mfrinavebi italiur „ansaldos“ firmis SVA-10 
aeroplanis fonze. aeroplanis sabrZolo da teqnikuri parametrebi: ekipaJi 
_ 2 kaci; Zrava _ Issota-Fraschini, simZlavre _ 250 cx.Z; TviTmfrinavis zomebi 
_ 9.1X8.1X2.9; carieli TviTmfrinavis wona _ 730 kg; maqsimaluri asafreni 
wona _ 1065 kg; maqsimluri siCqare _ 200-220 km/sT; frenis praqtikuli 
simaRle _ 6000 metri; frenis xangrZlivoba _ 5.4 sT; frenis siSore _  
600 km; SeiaraReba _ 1-3 tyviamfrqvevi

(http://ic.pics.livejournal.com/vikond65/53941713/773557/773557_original.jpg)

Ansaldo SVA-10 – Georgian and Italian pilots in backround of Italian aircraft SVA-10 of 
Ansaldo. The technical and tactical characteristics of the aircraft: Crew – 2 pax; engine 
– Issota-Fraschini, power – 250 h/p, aircraft proportion – 9.1X8,1X2.9; empty weight – 
730 kg; loaded weight – 1065 kg; maximum speed – 200-220 km/h; flight operational 
altitude – 6000 meter; flight endurance – 5.4; flight range -600 km; armament – 1-3 units 
of machine gun
(http://ic.pics.livejournal.com/vikond65/53941713/773557/773557_original.jpg)

convened under the command of General Arjevanidze, 
which consisted of military pilots and two representatives 
of the General Staff of the Guard. The commission also re-
investigated Major Makashvili’s accident. In conclusion, 
it was stated that both accidents were caused by pilot er-
ror. The conclusion was based on fact that prior to the 
flights, the engines of both aircraft were running without 
interruption.

In March 1920, the Commander of the Air Force Col-
onel Mikheil Machavariani, accompanied by an Italian ci-
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gauq me bis Sem Txve ve bi. sam wu xa rod, prob le me bi 
xel Sek ru le bis ga for me bis Sem de gac ar das-
ru le bu la. prob le ma Seiq mna tran spor ti re bis 
sa kiT xSi. ita lii dan gemiT pir da pir tran spor-
ti re ba ita lie li mu Se bis pro tes tis ga mo SeuZ-
le be li gax da, ami tom yu Teb Si Caw yo bi li ae rop-
la ne bi sax me le To gziT saf ran geT Si, mar se lis 
por tSi ga dai ta nes. am saq meebs xel mZRva ne lob-
da ita liu ri ga dam zi da vi kom pa nia `man ji li~, 
ro mel mac mar sel Si tvir Tis Ca ta nis Sem deg 
saq mis das ru le ba mian do sa zo ga doe ba `na tu-
rals~, es uka nas kne li ki, sa ku Ta ri ko mer ciu li 
mo saz re bi dan ga mom di na re, saq mes aWia nu reb da, 
ama so ba Si qar Tve le bis mier Se Ze ni li ae rop la-
ne bi mar se lis por tSi, yu Teb Si Caw yo bi li, bar-
Jeb ze id ga, Tav ze ki ub ra lo qa Ral di hqon da 

„ansaldoebi“ gemze marselis portSi _ italiuri aeroplanebis 
transportireba safrangeTis gavliT. marselis portSi „ansaldoebs“  
gemze tvirTaven, 1918-1921

The Ansaldos aircrafts embarked on the ship in Marcel Port–The Italian aircraft 
transportation through France. The embarking process of „Ansaldo” onto the ship,  
1918-1921
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vilian mission, arrived in Italy, with Senator Ettore Kontee, 
who previously was on an official visit in Tbilisi. 

Previously, the Italian mission, consisting of famous 
pilots, visited Georgia, where, during conversation, 
Machavariani clarified that it was possible to acquire the 
aircraft at a reasonable price. In accordance with the im-
portance of the topic, Machavariani submitted a report 
to the Ministry of Armed Forces and requested to depart 
for Italy. His request was approved and the next day (on 
13 March) Machavariani departed for Italy in the com-
pany of the Kontee mission. Meanwhile, Machavariani 
received a letter from Senator Kontee, that assisted him 
to get access to the aircraft factory in order to observe 
and select the aircraft. Simultaneously, during the obser-
vation of the aircraft factory and the selection of aircraft, 
Machavariani established coordination with the Georgian 
delegation that attended the Peace Corps conference in 
France. On 4 June, being in France, Machavariani submit-
ted a report and many facts, saying that the most attractive 
option was to acquire the Italian aircraft. He explained 
that the French aircraft was not so valuable and the British 
aircraft, with a similar technical mode to the Italian, cost 
three times more. He said that he had already found and 
selected the aircraft in Ansaldo’s factory. It was planned to 
buy 9-10 aircraft. A company undertook the responsibil-
ity of aircraft transportation to Tbilisi. However, an issue 
was created by the Italian company of transportation that 
provided the transportation of the aircraft. The transpor-
tation proceeded with slow steps and at the end of June, 
a hopeless and desperate Machavariani reported to the 
delegation in France that nothing had yet been done, that 
the company did not warranty the transportation of pur-
chased products to Georgia. He asked the delegation to 
mediate with the French government in order to acquire 
French aircraft.

The pessimism of Machavariani failed and on 4 July, 
Georgia signed the contract with Ansaldo’s factory. Ac-
cording the contract, Georgia would acquire from Ansal-
do’s factory 10 SVA type units of the two-seater aircraft 
„Issota-Fraschini”, with 250hp engine and photographic 
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ga dak ru li, rac teq ni kis da zia ne bis saf rTxes 
qmni da. pol kov nik ma ma Wa va rian ma Seq mni li vi-
Ta re ba im de nad ga ni ca da, rom ner vu li Se te-
va dae mar Ta da mar se lis kli ni ka Si sik vdils 
Zlivs ga daurCa. mas saa vad myo fo Si TiT qmis 
er Ti Tvis ga ta re ba mou wia. ma Wa va ria nis ga sa-
ke Te be li saq me qar Tu li de le ga ciis mier pa-
ri zi dan miv le nil ma so si pat re asa Tian ma di di 
Za lis xme vis Se de gad war ma te biT daas ru la da 
ag vis tos bo los ae rop la ne bis sa qar Tve los ken 
ga mog zav nac mo xer xda. ita liu ri SVA-10 ti pis 
ae rop la ne bi im droi saT vis saa via cio teq ni kis 
uka nas kne li sit yva iyo. `an sal dos~ qar xa nam am 
ti pis mzve rav-bom bdam Se ni TviT mfri na vis ga-
moS ve ba 1918 wels daiw yo da pir ve li msof lio 
omis bo los maT araer Txel daz ve res, da bom bes 
da pro pa gan du li Si naar sis ba ra Te bi Ca ya res 
av striul qa la qeb Si. 1920 wels SVA-s sxva das-
xva mo di fi ka ciis eq vsi ae rop la ni mo na wi leob-
da to kio_ro mis cno bil 15200-ki lo met rian 
ga daf re na Si. SVA-10-is sab rZo lo da teq ni ku ri 
pa ra met re bi: eki pa Ji _ 2 ka ci; Zra va _ Issota-Fra-
schini. sim Zlav re _ 220-250 cx.Z.; TviT mfri na vis 
zo me bi _ 9.1X8.1X2.9; ca rie li TviT mfri na vis 
wo na _ 730 kg; maq si ma lu ri asaf re ni wo na _ 1065 
kg; maq si ma lu ri siC qa re _ 200-220 km/sT; fre-
nis praq ti ku li si maR le _ 6000 met ri; fre nis 
xan grZli vo ba _ 5.4 sT; fre nis si So re _ 600 km; 
Seia ra Re ba _ 1-3 tyviam frqve vi da 90 kg. bom bi.

qar Tu li ar miis mier Ses yi dul `an sal doeb-
ze~, ro gorc vna xeT, Za lian mZlav ri, Issota-Fra-
schini-s 250-cxe nis Za lia ni Zra va iyo da mon ta Je-
bu li, Tum ca ae rop la ni mxo lod sa daz ver vo 
da va le bis Tvis ga mod ge bo da, rad gan Seia ra-
Re bis ga re Se Sei Zi nes. qar Tvel ma avia to reb-
ma ita liur teq ni ka ze daa ye nes Zve li tyviam-
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equipment but without armaments. Along with the air-
craft, two sets of spare parts were included. The total 
price of the purchased products was 690,000 Italian lira, 
of which the Georgian side had to pay 50% upon taking 
possession, 40% after the transportation into Marcel Port, 
and the remaining 10% after the arrival of the aircraft in 
Tbilisi. The company undertook to send, at their expense, 
pilots and engine-mechanics for a two week period, in or-
der to assemble the aircraft and execute test flights. How-
ever, after the signing of contract the problem continued to 
exist. The problem was transportation. Because of protests 
by Italian workers, direct transportation from Italy by ship 
became impossible. It was decided to wrap the aircraft 
into boxes and send them by ground to Marcel Port in 
France. This process was led by the Italian transportation 
company Mangel. After transporting the cargo to the Mar-
cel Port, it passed the accomplishment of transportation 
to the company Natural, which tried to extend the pro-
cess on commercial grounds. Meanwhile, the purchased 
aircraft were stranded in Marcel Port on a barge covered 
with paper, unfavorable conditions that might damage the 
aircraft. The situation was so bad that Colonel Machavar-
iani suffered a nervous breakdown, and nearly died in the 
clinic in Marcel Port. He had to spend almost one month 
in the hospital. Machavariani’s responsibility was taken 
up by Sosipatre Asatiani, who was sent by the Georgian 
delegation from France and successfully completed the 
task. At the end of August the aircraft finally was transport-
ed to Georgia. In that period the SVA 10 type of aircraft 
represented the most modern technology. In 1918 the An-
saldo factory started production of a surveillance-bomber 
aircraft, and at the end of World War One the aircraft was 
deployed in surveillance, bombing and the distribution of 
proclamations in the cities of Austria.

In 1920, six modified SVA aircraft participated in the 
famous flight from Tokyo to Rome. The technical and 
tactical characteristics of SVA10 were as follows: Crew- 
2 pax; Engine Issota-Fraschini, engine-220-250 hp; air-
craft proportion – 9.1X8.1X2.9; empty weight – 730 kg; 
loaded weight – 1065 kg; maximum speed – 200-220 
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frqve ve bi, ita lie li in struq to re bis dax ma re-
biT ki erT Tve ze nak leb dro Si aiT vi ses axa li 
teq ni ka.

er Ti di di prob le ma, ro me lic qar Tul avia-
cias Ta vi si ar se bo bis pe riod Si da gan sa kuT re-
biT 1921 wlis omis win hqon da, iyo saw vav-sa-
po xi ma sa lis di di nak le bo ba. omis win da omis 
Sem de gac amas aR niS nav dnen ge ner le bi: ilia 
odi Se li Ze, gior gi kvi ni ta Ze, gior gi maz niaS vi-
li, pol kov ni ki ro man mkur na li da mTav ro bas 
fu lis uaz ro eko no mia Si sdeb dnen brals. omis 
Sem deg isi ni wer dnen, rom mTav ro bam am prob-
le mis mo sag va reb lad ara fe ri gaa ke Ta. saw vav-
sa po xi ma sa lis nak le bo ba ze ase ve wer da ru-
se Tis sam xed ro ata Se si ti ni Ta vis sai dum lo 
an ga riS Si sa qar Tve los Seia ra Re bu li Za le bis 
Se sa xeb. 

miu xe da vad ge ner le bis bral de bi sa, qvey nis 
im droin del xe li suf le bas srul umoq me do ba-
Sic ver davdebT brals, jer ki dev 1920 wlis 
16 de kem bers res pub li kis Tav dac vis sab Wom 
sam xed ro mi nistrs daa va la See Zi na sain Jin ro-
teq ni ku ri Za le bis sa Wi roe bis Tvis saa via cio 
ben zi ni. Tav dac vis sab Wom 1921 wlis 4 ian vars 
sam xed ro sa mi nis tros Tav dac vis fon di dan ae-
rop la ne bis sa Ta da ri go na wi le bis Se sa Ze nad ga-
das ca 148 mi lio ni ma ne Ti. 1921 wlis 8 Te ber-
vals sam xed ro sa mi nis trom saf ran ge Tis mi siis 
sa Sua le biT 22 kas ri saa via cio ben zi ni Sei Zi na 
da gas ca gan kar gu le ba, ad gi lob riv in Ji ners 
mie Ro es ben zi ni. ru seT Tan 1921 wlis omis 
dros qar Tul ma avia ciam 19 Te ber vals war ma-
te bu li sab rZo lo gaf re na ga na xor cie la. sab-
Wo Ta ru su li is to riog ra fiis mi xed viT, or ma 
ae rop lan ma da bom ba mo wi naaR mde gis Se naer Te-
bi. ge ne ral gior gi kvi ni ta Zis mo go ne be bis Ta-

aviacia



69

km/h, flight altitude – 6000 m; flight endurance – 5,4 h; 
flight range – 600 km; armament –1-3 machine guns and 
90 kg bomb.

The Ansaldo aircraft that was purchased by the Geor-
gian Army, as described above, was equipped with the 
engine – Issota-Franschini 220-250 hp, however it could 
be used for surveillance only, because it was acquired 
without armaments. Georgian aviators installed old ma-
chine guns on the Italian aircraft, and with the assistance 
of the Italian instructors the Georgian pilots were able to 
master the new technology in less than one month.

The biggest issue that Georgian air forces faced 
during its existence and actually prior to war in 1921 
was lack of grease-lubricate liquids. Prior to and after 
the war, it was underlined by Generals Ilia Odishelidze, 
Giorgi Kvinitadze, Giorgi Mazniashvili, and Colonel Ro-
man Mkurnali, who blamed the government of money 
wasting. After the war, they reported that the government 
did nothing to solve the problem. The lack of grease-lu-
bricate liquids was also mentioned by the Russian mil-
itary attaché in the classified documentation about the 
Georgian armed forces.

 Despite the Generals accusation, the Georgian gov-
ernment cannot be blamed for total inactivity. On 16 
December 1920, the Military Committee of the Republic 
tasked the Minister of Armed Forces to acquire aviation 
fuel for the needs of the engineer-technical forces. On 
4 January 1921, the Military Committee, in order to buy 
aircraft spare parts, provided 148 million Maneti. On 8 
February 1921, the Ministry of Armed Forces, with the 
assistance of the French mission, acquired 22 tanks of avi-
ation fuel and ordered that this fuel be transfered to local 
engineers. 

 In 1921, during the war with Russia, on 19 Febru-
ary, the Georgian air forces executed a successful combat 
flight, such that, according the historical records of Soviet 
Russia, two Georgian aircraft bombed enemy (Russian) 
forces. 

According to the memoirs of General Giorgi Kvinit-
adze, the command fired artillery on the enemy’s retreat-
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nax mad, am dRes sar dlo bam ukan da xeul ru sul 
na wi lebs jer saar ti le rio cec xli dau Si na, 
xo lo Sem deg gag zav na ae rop la ne bi, ro mlebmac 
ukan da xeu li mte ri da bom bes.

1921 wlis Te ber val-mar tis om Si qar Tu li 
avia ciis moq me de bis Se sa xeb sain te re so cno bebs 
gvaw vdis me Ter Tme te ru su li ar miis jav San Za-
le bis me Tau ri zu ni. igi wers, rom 24 Te ber vals 
ru su li jav San ma ta reb le bis jgufs hae ri dan 
Seu tia oT xma qar Tul ma ae rop lan ma, rom leb mac 
30-mde bom bi Ca moag do, aqe dan rki nig zas mxo-
lod er Ti mox vda mi zan Si; erT-er Tma ru sul ma 
jav San ma ta re bel ma qar Tul ae rop la nebs sa ze-
ni to qve me xe bi dan cec xli gaux sna, er Ti maT ga-
ni ga dai xa ra da swra fad da qan da qve moT, xo lo 
da nar Ce neb ma swra fad ak ri fa si maR le da Tbi-
li sis ken gaf rin da. ge ne ra li gior gi kvi ni ta Ze 
avia cii sa da mfri na ve bis moq me de bas ru seT Tan 
omis dros ma Ral Se fa se bas aZ lev da sa ku Tar mo-
go ne beb Si, igi aR niS nav da, rom im pi ro beb Si ra 
pi ro beb Sic uwev daT mu Sao ba, maT ze ukeT da kis-
re bul mo va leo bas ve ra vin Seas ru leb da. mfri-
na ve bi mud mi vad sab rZo lo da va le bas iT xov dnen 
da ma Ti mo wo de bu li sa daz ver vo cno be bi did 
sam sa xurs uwev da sar dlo bas, isi ni ga mud me biT 
bom bav dnen mo wi naaR mde gis po zi ciebs, mfri na ve-
bi Tav da de biT as ru leb dnen Ta vianT mo va leo-
bas da miu xe da vad imi sa, rom zo gier Ti ae rop la-
ni Ca mo var da, msxver pli arc erTs ar moh yo lia. 
ma ga li Tad, erT-erT mfri navs, stroevs, Zra vam 
um tyu na haer Si, man saf re ni apa ra ti qar Tve le-
bi sa da ru se bis po zi ciebs So ris das va, aa mu Sa va 
da Ta vi dan af rin da haer Si.
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ing forces, then sent the aircraft in order to bomb the re-
maining enemy’s unit. 

In February-March 1921, the head of the armoured 
troops, Commander Zun of the 11th Red Army, reported 
on the activities of Georgian air forces. He wrote that on 
24 February an armoured train of Russian troops was at-
tacked by four Georgian aircraft with approximately 30 
bombs. Only one bomb hit the railway, and the Russian 
armored train fired back, and one of the aircraft began 
losing altitude and dropped down, and the other three air-
craft flew away in the direction of Tbilisi. 

General Giorgi Kvinitadze wrote in memoirs an as-
sessment of the benefit of the activities of Georgian air 
forces and pilots during the war with Russia. He under-
lined that no one could have performed better in the ex-
isting environment, that pilots continuously volunteered 
for tasks, and the provided intelligence did a great job 
for command. Air forces uninterruptedly attacked the en-
emy’s positions and pilots devotedly accomplished their 
duty, and despite the fact that some aircraft were lost, no 
casualties were caused. A good example was when the 
pilot Stroev's aircraft engine failed, he landed the aircraft 
on a field between the Georgian and Russian positions, 
started the engine and continued the engagement.
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ssaqarTvelos hyavda simboluri sazRvao flo-
ti, romelic struqturulad regularuli 
armiis sanapiro jaris (mesazRvreTa nawile-
bi) SemadgenlobaSi Sedioda. sazRvao flotis 
SemadgenlobaSi iyo ramdenime patara, `grin-
poris~ tipis sapatrulo gamanadgurebeli 
katarRa, katarRebs simbolurad qarTuli 
saxelebi SeurCies: `patara kaxi~, `tarieli~, 
`fridoni~ da `avTandili~. am mcire zomis ka-
tarRebze dayenebuli iyo erTi tyviamfrqvevi 

floti
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GGeorgia had a symbolic Navy, that was structured on the 
regular army of the coast guard (board composition). The 
Navy consisted of destroyer boats: Small Kakhi, Tariel, 
Pridon, Avtandil and several barges and training ships. 
that symbolically were chosen Georgian names: Small 
Kakhi, Tariel, Pridon, Avtandil. One machine-gun and 
one 47 mm cannon were located on these small boats. 
Each of them had a displacement of 14.5 tons. Its length 
was 18.29 m, width – 3.05 m, draught – 0.76 m. The 
boat had three engines with 150 horsepower capacity; 
speed – 24.6-26.6 knots. It was not under the subordina-

Navy/Fleet

saqarTvelos respublikis sagareo saqmeTa  
ministris akaki Cxenkeli qarTvel jariskacebTan 
erTad mcire zomis sadesanto xomaldze

Minister of Foreign affairs of Democratic Republic  
of Georgia Akaki Chkhenkeli together with Georgian  
Soldiers on a small landing craft
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da erTi 47 mm-iani swrafmsroleli qvemexi. ka-
tarRis wyalwyva 14.5 tonas Seadgenda, sigrZe 
_ 18.29 m, sigane _ 3.05 m, wyaljdomi _ 0.76 m.,  
katarRas hqonda sami 150 cx.Z. simZlavris 
mqone Zrava, siCqare _ 24.6-26.6 kvanZi. samxe-
dro saministros daqvemdebarebaSi ar iyo, ma-
gram respublikas ekuTvnoda aseve ramdenime 
satransporto gemi, romelTac periodulad 
SeiaraRebuli Zalebi sakuTari saWiroebisaT-
vis iyenebda. sainteresoa, rom ruseT-saqarT-
velos 1921 wlis omis dros Savi zRvis qarTul 
akvatorias akontrolebda franguli sazRvao 
floti kreiser `valdek rusos~ flagmanobiT.  
kreisers SeiaraRebaze hqonda 14 erTeuli 194 

franguli javSnosani kreiseri `valdek 
ruso~, romelic 1921 wlis Teberval-martSi 

saqarTvelos dasapyrobad SemoWrili 
sabWoTa ruseTis mecxre armiis poziciebs 
bombavda zRvidan afxazeTis frontze da 

daxmarebas uwevda qarTul armias. kreisers 
SeiaraRebaze hqonda 14 erTeuli  

194 mm-iani qvemexi, 20 erTeuli 65 mm 
kalibris qvemexi, ori 450 mm-iani satorpedo 

aparati. kreiseris wyalwyva _ 13 995 tona, 
sigrZe _ 158.9 m, sigane _ 21.51 m, wyaljdomi 

_ 8.41 m, Zravebis saerTo simZlavre,  
37 000 cx.Z., siCqare _ 23 kvanZi

French armored cruiser Valdek-Ruso that was 
bombing the positions of the 9th Army of the Soviet 
Russia from the Sea on Abkhazia front  in Fabruary-

March of 1921. Cruiser was armed with 14 
cannons (194 mm), 20 unites of 65 caliber cannon, 

2 torpedo units (450 mm). Cruiser displacement 
- 13995 tons, length 158.9m, width  - 21.51m, 

drought - 8.41m,  total power of engines 37 000 
horsepower, speed - 23 knots.
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tion of the Military Ministry, but the republic also owned 
several transport ships that were used for the needs of the 
armed forces periodically. Cruiser was equipped with 14 
units of 194 mm cannon, 20 unites of 65 mm Klaibri ma-
chine-gun, two 450 mm Torpedo devices. Cruiser had a 
displacement of 13 995 tons; length – 158.9 m; width – 
21.51 m; draught – 8.4 m. The total capacity of the en-
gines amounted to 37 000 horsepower, speed – 23 knots. 
The important point is that during the Russian-Georgian 
War in 1921 the Black Sea Georgian aquatorium was un-
der the control of the French Navy Cruiser Waldeck-Rous-
seau. The French fleet, despite the control of Black sea 
aquatorium, supported Georgian troops in Abkhazia with 
artillery fire from sea level and bombed the 31st division of 
the 9th Red Army of Soviet Russia.
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mm-iani qvemexi, 20 erTeuli 65 mm kalibris qve-
mexi, ori 450 mm-iani satorpedo aparati. krei-
seris wyalwyva  _ 13 995 tona, sigrZe _ 158.9 m,  
sigane _ 21.51 m, wyaljdomi 8.41 m, Zravebis 
saerTo simZlavre _ 37 000 cx.Z., siCqare _ 
23 kvanZi. franguli eskadra, garda sazRvao 
kontrolisa, afxazeTis frontze mebrZol qa-
rTul SeiaraRebul Zalebs saartilerio mx-
ardaWeras uwevda zRvidan da bombavda sabWo-
Ta ruseTis mecxre wiTeli armiis 31-e divi-
ziis qvedanayofebs.

saxalxo gvardielebis desantireba afxazeTis frontze

The National Guards Landing on Abkhazia front
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